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From Where I StandFrom Where I StandFrom Where I StandFrom Where I Stand    

There are several wonderful musical events coming up in the next few months for you to participate in.  I 
would like to devote this month’s article to telling you a little about each: 
 
On Sunday, December 15th at 3:00, local singer Eliana Kissner will be performing a concert of 
“contemporary East meets West” Jewish music.  Eliana is the lead singer of Safra, a Jewish Middle Eastern 
band, and a classically trained singer as well.  I will join Eliana on a few duets that will be very fun for me to 
sing because she is such a talented and accomplished musician.  Come listen and join in singing wordless 

melodies of the mystics, songs from the Middle East, and original melodies.  This is going to be a truly wonderful after-
noon of music! 
 

On Saturday morning, January 11th, we will celebrate Shabbat Shira, the Shabbat of Song.  This is the one Shabbat ser-
vice of the year that is devoted to music because of the very special Torah portion we chant that morning, The Song of 
the Sea.  Our Shir Joy musicians will be on the bima that day to make it an especially beautiful morning of music, prayer 
and Torah.  You don’t want to miss it! 
 

On Thursday evening, February 13th, we will be starting a 5 part master class with Cantor Linda Hirshhorn, renowned 

Bay Area composer and singer.  All musicians and singers in the congregation are invited to join us on 5 Thursday nights 

in February and March to study with Linda.  The class will culminate in a concert on Sunday afternoon, March 23rd.  

More details to follow, but until then, mark your calendars!   

Reflections… Reflections… Reflections… Reflections…     
By Cantor Jennie Chabon 

Up until relatively recent times looting was one of the bonuses, if not the incentive, for going to war.  It was 
only in the 19th century that various restraints were placed on the butchery of warfare and its impact upon 
civilian populations and their property.  And only with the 1949 Geneva Convention have universally ac-
cepted guidelines been put on paper as to the rightful custody of “enemy property.” 
 
The world has long been aware of the systematic looting of the Nazi regime and has ascribed “genocidal 
larceny” to its long list of war crimes.  This year’s Asher Lecture will feature Karen Franklin, a past presi-

dent of the Jewish Museum association, who will unravel some of the still unsolved mysteries of looted art of the holo-
caust period.  Recent discoveries brought to light in Munich and the Netherlands only underscore what pervasive traves-
ties have still not been resolved. 
 
Please join us not only at 6:30 pm on Friday, December 13th, but also at Saturday’s Morning Minyan at 10 am when Ms. 
Franklin will make a second presentation on “The Art of Jewish Genealogy.”  Co-sponsored with our Sisterhood, she 
will explore the venerated Ansbacher Clan as a model for uncovering jewels that are part of every family’s legacy. 
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Tikvah Talk 

Congregation B’nai Tikvah is a Reform congregation 
which, through personal attention, provides to its mem-
bers an extended family.  The congregation fulfills its 
members’ spiritual needs, fosters their Jewish identity, 
promotes the perpetuation of Judaism and its members’ 
Jewish education, and encourages a commitment to full 
participation in Temple life. 

Tikvah Talk is published 11 times a year and is distributed free of 
charge to anyone expressing an interest in Congregation B’nai 
Tikvah.  All news items are due the 10th of each month. Please 
submit articles electronically, if possible, to Congregation B’nai 
Tikvah, at office@tikvah.org (subject Tikvah Talk) or by mail to 
25 Hillcroft Way, Walnut Creek, CA 94597, (925) 933-5397.   

 

Raphael W. Asher, Rabbi 

Jennie Chabon, Cantor 

Stephen Richards, Cantor Emeritus 

Judy Blum, Temple Administrator 

Phil Hankin, Director of Education 

 

Temple Office (925) 933-5397 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri  9:00 - 5:00 
 

Fax (925) 933-6833 
 

E-mail: office@tikvah.org 

Website: http://www.tikvah.org 

Todd Young 

CCCCONGREGATIONALONGREGATIONALONGREGATIONALONGREGATIONAL    OOOOFFICERSFFICERSFFICERSFFICERS    
 

President                                 Harry Wittenberg 
Vice President                                       Dan Lapporte 
Vice President                                         Glenn Gould 
Vice President                                         Jared Goldin 
Secretary                                             Bob Stern 
Treasurer                                     John Rubenfeld 
Past President                                     John Rubenfeld    

    BBBBOARDOARDOARDOARD    OFOFOFOF    TTTTRUSTEESRUSTEESRUSTEESRUSTEES 

Judith Barrall Bob Canter 

Alan Gould Sandy Gross 

Tina Guterman Bob Grossman 

Amy Lichtenstein Idelle Lipman 

Barbara Loebel Bruce Meyers 

Rayna Ravitz Mary Ann Wittenberg 

 

 Upcoming Bat MitzvahUpcoming Bat MitzvahUpcoming Bat MitzvahUpcoming Bat Mitzvah 
 
 

 

Elizabeth Enloe 
Daughter of Jane Baulch-Enloe and  

Timothy Enloe 

Saturday, December 21 
 

 

 

Shabbat Services begin at 10 am. 
The Congregation is invited to attend. 

    

Welcome to our newest members…Welcome to our newest members…Welcome to our newest members…Welcome to our newest members…    

    Megan and Sco� Goldstein 

 Eliana 6/24/2003 

 Kesenia 8/5/2005 

 Donovan  9/30/2008  

          

This beautiful menorah was made by our  
K/1 students and is on the wall in our social hall. 

Stop by to check it out - the colors are magnificent!! 
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President’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s Message    
By Harry Wittenberg By Phil Hankin, Director of Education 

Turn It, Turn It, Turn It AgainTurn It, Turn It, Turn It AgainTurn It, Turn It, Turn It AgainTurn It, Turn It, Turn It Again    
 

 
One major change we have made this year to 
our curriculum is the area of focus in 7th grade.  
The purpose of making this change was many.  
The Education Committee and I felt that the 
course of study was not engaging our students 
in ways that were meaningful and impactful.  
We honed in on the fact that 7th grade students 
not only are consumed with navigating the 

rigors of Middle School, but they are in the midst of hormonal 
change and on the cusp of a transformational religious change.  
We therefore set a course of action that included rethinking what 
we are teaching and how it is taught.  I also felt it important that 
the students receive instructors who could engage them in dia-
logue and be mentors at a critical juncture in their development 
as young adults.  This led to a new set of goals under the guid-
ing question of “What does it mean to be a Bar/Bat Mitzvah?” 
for the 7th grade curriculum: 

• To meet the budding teenagers where they are at 
maturity wise 

• To help the students gain exposure to the tradition-
al Jewish viewpoint of the responsibility of a Bar/
Bat Mitzvah 

• To engage the students in the study of various 
Mitzvot, culminating with field trips to organiza-
tions that embody those Mitzvot and providing the 
students with hand’s on experiences   

• To structure the program in a way that models how 
Midrasha educates. 

 
The curriculum does not include the normal course of Hebrew 
instruction as per the other grades since it is my belief that by 7th 
grade, the student should have worked on the necessary skills 

 

"Thanksgivukkah" is my theme for this 
month's article because it's such a special 
time.  Everyone I talk to is amazed at the con-
vergence this year of these two holidays and 
its extreme rarity.  Usually we expect Hanuk-
kah to be synchronized with the celebration of 
Christmas - but Thanksgiving???   Okay - so I 
looked it up in Wikipedia; here's their defini-

tion: It is a result of a rare kink between 
the lunisolar Hebrew calendar (whose dates reflect both 
the moon phase and the time of the solar year, and which can 
have between 353 and 385 days per year) and the Gregorian 
calendar. The next time Thursday, November 28 will fall dur-
ing Chanukah will be in the year 7981. Get out - this is special! 
 
So my reflection is about how this is a perfect match for us - 
giving thanks and believing a miracle can happen - double bo-
nus!  So let me start by giving thanks for so many things at 
CBT. Besides all of the friendships our family has made at the 
temple, and also for the privilege of serving our congregation, 
for so many opportunities it has afforded me to meet and work 
with our amazing clergy, staff, and congregants.  I am thankful 
to be a part of such a loving and thriving community with a 
bright outlook ahead.  I want to particularly thank our own 
clergy and staff for all of their dedication, and especially Rabbi 
Asher for his 32 years of worship, caring, and friend-
ship.   And  I want to thank our search committee for taking 
their responsibility with such diligence and dedicated hard 
work in sourcing our next rabbi.   
 
As for the miracle part, we Jews do believe in miracles because 
so many have happened for us.  As the Talmud defines it, it's 
God's direct intervention -  in our history and in our own 
lives.  The eight days of candle light is one we recognize, the 
exodus from Egypt is another.  But I also believe, with some 
handiwork of our own, working with Adonai, that we can 
spark our own miracles.   For some of us, it was emergence 
from the Holocaust to thrive once again as a people, for others, 
it was the establishment of the State of Israel. But let's bring it 
down to a local level - what miracles, big or small, have you 
experienced?    
 
For me, the small miracles I can bring to light from CBT's per-
spective is that we came together in the first place, in finding 
Rabbi Asher, our staff and clergy; it's having been able to buy 

our current sanctuary and building our amazing addition. It's 
new members finding us and joining soon after meeting us.  It's 
the amazing confluence of such amazing people.  It's seeing 
congregants emerge from illness, from finding spirit and love 
when they need it most, and coming together just because we 
want to keep our community thriving.   
 

(continued on page  5) 

(continued on page  5) 

7th 
grade 
field 

trip to  
Urban 

Adama 
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By Rayna Ravitz, President  

Sisterhood NewsSisterhood NewsSisterhood NewsSisterhood News    

Our Mah Jongg nights have been a big success!  Thanks to Ja-
net Goodman for organizing this.  Next Mah Jongg will be De-
cember 4 at 7:15.  Get on Janet’s email list : jgood-
man@comcast.net or 934-8817.  

Upcoming Events: 

Tuesday, December 3,  6:30 pm – Sisterhood Chanukah  

Party 

We have been making no-sew blankets for Children’s Hospital 
for several years.  Help finish the blankets - no sewing skills are 
required.  Bring an unwrapped toy for “Toys for Tots.” 
Dinner – Pot-luck, dairy or vegetarian only.  RSVP to me at 
Raynaravitz@gmail.com 
 
Wednesday, December 4, 7:15 pm -  Mah Jongg at CBT 

We will continue to play on Wednesday nights, 2 times a 
month. (Check the CBT calendar on line.) 
 
Saturday, December 14, 10 am – Jewish Genealogy Lecture 
Morning Minyan – Karen Franklin will be addressing her ex-
plorations in Jewish Genealogy as past president of the Interna-
tional Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies.  (see Rab-
bi Asher’s article) 
 
Thursday, December 19, 6:30 pm – Book Sisters at Sunrise 

Bistro 

“The Kitchen House” by Kathleen Grissom is our book for this 
meeting.  We’re meeting at for dinner at Sunrise Bistro 1559 
Bothelho, Walnut Creek, in the back room.  Choice of 3 differ-
ent salads, 3 sandwiches or chili  includes fruit or dessert, bev-
erage.  $16.95 per person (tax and tip included).  RSVP is a 
must: raynaravitz@gmail.com.    
          
Sunday, January 5 –  the De Young Museum – David Hock-

ney Exhibit  

We will meet and carpool from B’nai Tikvah for this event.  
Docent tours are available in the morning.  Email Susan Fried-
man if you are interested -  susanbfriedman@aol.com no later 
than  December 3.  Cost and timing will depend on the number 
of those interested. 

By Tina Guterman, Chairperson 

Coats and Toiletries Needed:  Bins in the CBT lobby for the 
month of December are for Coats (plus hats, gloves and socks 

for all ages), and Toiletries which will be donated to Vestia for 
disbursement. Vestia is a non profit organization established to 
help with community problems and provide supplemental sup-
port to Human Services department clients in need.  Vestia 
helps on the average over 35,000 people annually with pro-
grams providing food, clothing, housing, and other supports.  
Thanks to Diane Leventhal for her help with this effort. 

 
Sponsor a Dream:  Here are some important updates on the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program - an 
Immigration Justice effort:  
1) The Program is Fully Launched;   
2) We have our first applicant and need some help reaching out 
to him and his family;  
3) There are opportunities to help with both financial and non-
financial needs.  For more information, email Michael Fischer 
(who has been working intensely on this effort) at 
mjf1155@gmail.com. 
**CBT’s Tzedakah box recipient for Jan – March will be the 
DACA: Sponsor a Dream program. 
 
Typhoon Haiyan Relief:  You can donate directly online 
through the URJ’s General Disaster Relief Fund (http://
urj.org/) which is collecting donations that will be distributed 
to aid groups working in areas affected by the devastating ty-
phoon.   
 
Winter Nights:  We will again be providing meals and over-
nights at Shell Ridge for the Winter Nights program from Janu-
ary 27th to February 10th.  A Signup link will be forthcoming 
for your participation.  Thank you!  

Around our Community: 

Please join Jubilee USA for a reception with Executive Direc-
tor Eric LeCompte.  Jubilee is an interfaith advocacy organiza-
tion that is working hand in hand with American Jewish World 
Service to build a global economy that works for the world's 
poorest people.  Jubilee also partners with local congregations 
of all faiths, including Congregation Netivot Shalom in Berke-
ley.  Food will be complimentary! 
 
Reception for Jubilee USA Ex. Director Eric LeCompte 
Wednesday, December 4th  6:30 - 9pm 
Congregation Netivot Shalom 
1316 University Ave, Berkeley 

 

Social ActionSocial ActionSocial ActionSocial Action    

 

Shalom ConnectionShalom ConnectionShalom ConnectionShalom Connection    
 

  Get well to: 

     Carol Kurzrock 
 

  Condolences to 

    Harold Wolf and family on this loss of his mother,  

 Laurel P. Wolf 
  

Have a life cycle event we should know about 

Contact the Temple Office! 
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President…..President…..President…..President…..    

(continued from  page  3) 
 
Could those be called miracles?  Jews have lots of opinions 
and that one is mine.  I also believe in the Lamed - Vav, the 
36 spirits that roam the earth and meet us, incognito, through 
others when we most need a "holy moment".  
 
But could we ask for miracles to happen? - I would say - abso-
lutely.  A couple come to mind - that the right rabbi emerges 
for our next phase of the congregation, and that we pay down 
the mortgage so we can enjoy our facilities with peace of 
mind.  Are they too big to ask? I don't think so - it's part of our 
DNA - and as we believe, miracles do happen!! 
 
Ken Yehi Ratzon - may it be God's will (and intervention). 

and had the adequate exposure to enable him/her to accurately 
“decode” (recognize and pronounce the Hebrew letters and 
vowels) Hebrew.  If a student is still struggling with Hebrew 
acquisition by this time, this will have been identified by prior 
teachers, parents, and myself, and an outside tutoring program 
will have been recommended.  The preparation for the Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah ceremony (preparing Torah/Haftarah portions, writing 
a D’var Torah about the Torah portion, and becoming fluent in 
leading siddur prayers) is NOT part of the formal Religious 
School curriculum at CBT.  These items are handled during the 
outside preparation time (6 months prior to BM date) with the 
Rabbi and Cantor. 
 
The purpose of this curricular change is to work with the stu-
dents to get them ready for Jewish adult life.  My wish is for 
them to be exposed to ways of engaging with our tradition that 
will help them garner more meaning of the BM experience out-
side to the party!  With the help of our 2 trusted 7th grade in-
structors, Chelsea Ferguson and Devra Aarons, we are well on 
our way to accomplishing this.   
 
On Sunday October 27, the 7th grade class finished their first 
unit of study and went on a trip to Berkeley, along with their 
teachers and some parent chaperones, to visit Urban Adamah, 
an organic sustainable urban farm.  They were taught about 
how to integrate hands-on work on a farm with teaching about 
sustainable agriculture and environmental stewardship.  Urban 
Adamah educators weave aspects of Jewish tradition, values 
and ritual into the environmental teaching and farming experi-
ence.  The morning was valuable and impactful on the students 
and parents who attended. 
 
We are off to a good beginning.  We are looking forward for 
additional field trips, as well as the 7th grade culminating pro-
ject – Mitzvah Day 2014.  The 7th graders will be organizing, 
along with the help of a few parents, myself, and the CBT So-
cial Action Committee, the 2nd Annual CBT Mitzvah Day on 
Sunday March 16, 2014.  More info will come in the next few 
months so be on the lookout.  In the meantime, it has been a 
real blessing to see these budding teens mature into young 
adults! 
 

Turn It, Turn It, Turn It…. Turn It, Turn It, Turn It…. Turn It, Turn It, Turn It…. Turn It, Turn It, Turn It…. 

(continued from page  3) 

CUB SCOUT PACK? 
 

Some members are interested in star.ng a Pack for 

the young boys here at CBT with focus on Scou.ng 

for Food, Pinewood Derby, service projects and day 

camp.  If interested, please contact Jane Enloe at 

squirrel7@sbcglobal.net or Stacey Epstein-Corbe� 

at sepstein06@sbcglobal.net.  One of the teams at Trivia Night was a group of  
Acalanes High School students who played to challenge a 

table of Acalanes teachers. 
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By Phil Paris, Chair 
Men of CBTMen of CBTMen of CBTMen of CBT    

By  Bob Grossman, President 

Adult EducationAdult EducationAdult EducationAdult Education    

 

Our Taste of Torah sessions in the CBT library con.nue each 

Tuesday morning at 10 am.  We are currently deep into the 

book of Genesis, experiencing the o=en strained rela.ons of 

our ancient patriarchs and matriarchs, first Abraham and Sa-

rah, then Isaac and Rebecca.  Rebecca chose her younger son, 

Jacob, to carry on the family leadership.  She understood that 

Jacob’s studious and sensi.ve nature would lead to a pro-

found spiritual life. 

 

The wisdom of her choice is made clear by one of the most 

intriguing of all stories in our Torah.  We are told that Jacob 

was alone, yet had an extraordinary and lengthy wrestling 

match which resulted in his having a new name.  From then 

on, in addi.on to the name of Jacob, he was to be called Israel 

(meaning in Hebrew, one who has wrestled with God).  During 

this wrestling, Jacob wanted to know one thing.  What was 

God’s name?  In ancient .mes that was the same thing as ask-

ing - what was God’s nature! 

 

Jacob did not receive an answer.  But this event has some in-

triguing possibili.es.  It may be possible to follow the example 

of Jacob, each one of us choosing to wrestle with the meaning 

and idea of God.  At .mes, in our most quiet and private mo-

ments, we all have the opportunity to do just that.   

 A Very Happy Thanksgivukah!!  

 
The last time Thanksgivukah happened was in 1888, 125 years 
before Thanksgiving was declared a Federal Holiday by Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln. The next time will be in the year 7981, 
according to one quantum physicist. The convergence jump-
starts the holiday season early for millions of American Jews. 
The phrase was coined by a Boston-area resident who, along 
with her sister-in-law, created a Facebook page and a Twitter 
account devoted to the phenomenon. The term was trademarked 
in Massachusetts. The Manischewitz company, the country’s top 
producer of kosher food, has spelled the dual-holiday with one 

fewer "k" towards the end, as “Thanksgivukah.”   

The Men will be hosting another breakfast for the parents and 
staff on the last day of school Sunday, December 15.  Please 
come and enjoy!  We had a great turnout last time thanks to the 
parents and we hope to see you there again.   

The Men of CBT will also partner with Sisterhood to host a 
Game Night at CBT.  The Men will play Poker while the Sisters 
play Mah Jongg.  If the “Men” want to play Mah Jongg…or visa 
versa, it’s OK too.  Saturday, January, 11th at 7:30 pm. 

We need to grow!!!  For those who have been thinking about 
joining our Men of CBT please contact me at 925-305-0551.  I 
will explain in detail what we are all about and what we do.    
  

 
 
 
 
 

    The bin is in our lobby.   

    Bring in gently used books for 

    all age children. 

 

   h�p://www.eastbaychildrensbook 

    project.org/ 

7th grade field trip to Urban Adama 
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ContributionsContributionsContributionsContributions    

GENERAL FUND 

In memory of Miriam Kudish 
 Ellen and Doyle Duree 

In memory of John Sutherland 
 Monica Salusky and John Sutherland 

In memory of Belle Lerner 
In memory of Frank Lerner 
 Nessa and Robert Wilk 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Get well wishes to Toby Wasserman 

In memory of Julio Bergerman 
 Ann and Walt Gewing 

In honor of Kathy Berger’s Conversion 
 Nancy McIlroy 

In honor of Adam’s Bar Mitzvah  
 Valerie and Ian Oliner 

 
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In honor of Adam’s Bar Mitzvah  
 Valerie and Ian Oliner 

 

GENERAL FUND FOR CANTOR’S MUSICAL PRO-

GRAMS 

In memory of Marvin Appelbaum 
In memory of Ida Appelbaum 
In memory of Arlene Berne 
 Jeanne and Tom Appelbaum 

In memory of Dorothy Polay Bushell 
 Yonina and Barry Bushell 

In memory of Herman Roth 
 Sharon and Ron Brown 

 

JAMES COHEN MEMORIAL FUND 

In memory of Stanley Kaplan 
 Kelly and Aaron Kaplan 

In memory of Stanley Val Goldin 
In memory of Ben Ettelson 
 Trish and Jared Goldin 

 

CANTOR STEPHEN RICHARDS MUSICAL ENRICH-

MENT/CHOIR FUND  
In memory of Sidney Solomon 
 Marjorie and Cantor Stephen Richards 

 

MORDOH/NADJARI HOLOCAUST EDUCATION FUND  

In memory of Dorothy Welch 
 Zaffy and Denis Welch 

 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

In appreciation of High Holy Days services 
 Larry M. Sanders and Dr. Michael Kaiser 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
In memory of Erwin Ferer 
 Paula Reinman and Sandy Gross 

In memory of Virginia and Louis Fried 
 Danny Fried 

 

Mazel Tov to Trivia Night winning team - Teshuvot! 
(l-r) Dale Ratner, Jennifer Rosenberg,  
Teri Eisner, Pat Eisner, Dan Eisner,  
Chuck Eisner, Jo Cohen-Adler and Andy Adler. 

COATS and TOILETRIES  

NEEDED! 
 

Bins and racks will be in the lobby in  

December for your dona.ons of  

gently used coats, hats, gloves and socks  

for people of all ages.   
 

Toiletries should be sealed. 
 

All items will be disbursed to VESTIA, which helps ap-

proximately 35,000 people annually. 

 

(See Social Ac.on column on page 4  

for more informa.on.)  



December 2013December 2013December 2013December 2013 Tikvah  TalkTikvah  TalkTikvah  TalkTikvah  Talk page page page page 8888            

 

 

                      By Devra C. Aarons, CCM Director 

Contra Costa MidrashaContra Costa MidrashaContra Costa MidrashaContra Costa Midrasha    

Contra Costa Midrasha is excited to announce the date for our 2014 Annual Event on February 22, 2014.  Please mark your calen-
dars and save the date for another night of fun, music, food and auctions, all to support the work we do with and for the teens in 
our community.  The theme is still being determined but as in the past, unexpected surprises are guaranteed!  (We had aerialists at 
last year’s event and a chocolate tasting at the 2012 event.) 
 
This is a time of year when Contra Costa Midrasha simultaneously wears two hats around the concept of giving and tzedakah.  The 
first hat, is one where we support our community.  This is our third year  participating in an “adopt a family” campaign in partner-
ship with Shalom Bayit.  During November our teens and families brought in gifts for Mary’s family.  Shalom Bayit told us that 
Mary just fled an abusive relationship. On the Wednesday before Hanukkah we wrapped gifts in bright colors, all to bring Mary a 
Hanukkah filled with light and joy. Additionally, our teens raised the tzedakah funds to buy a guitar for another teen in the adopt a 
family program at Shalom Bayit. Together our support will give hope and inspiration.  In the process we are teaching our teens the 
value of giving and supporting our local community. 
 
Simultaneously, we ask the community to support us through an end of the year fundraising campaign.  This is the time when 
many of you are making your end of year donations.  We hope that you will consider Contra Costa Midrasha as part of this pool.  
Donations can be made online via our website at www.ccmidrasha.com - click on the “Donate Now” button. 
 
I want to share news about our new curriculum for 12th grade seniors.  This is a year filled with lots of “to do” lists – college appli-
cations and essays; SAT or AP tests; keeping up grades in school and so much more.  The lists can be so long that it’s hard for our 
seniors to make time to think about the transition they are making – from high school to college, from living at home to living in-
dependently, from a Judaism crafted for them to one they craft for themselves.  So, this year we chose to focus our new curriculum 
efforts around three issues – self-care, creating a home away from home and building your adult Jewish identity.  All are punctuat-
ed with a once a month off-campus adventure.  I am pleased to share that only two months into this new endeavor, our seniors’ 
weekly attendance is at an all-time high.  They are giving it great feedback and seem not only excited, but deeply engaged by the 
weekly lessons being crafted by our senior educator, Loal Isaacs.  
 
Starting in January we are hosting three educational opportunities for parents and adults in our community.  You don’t have to be a 
Midrasha parent to join!  We’ll be sharing more about the details soon, but mark your calendars for the third Wednesday in Janu-
ary, February and March to be educated by Rabbi Asher from B’nai Tikvah, Rabbi Goldblatt from Beth Chaim and Rabbi Drucker 
from B’nai Shalom.  Each rabbi will take one month to teach.  
 
Lastly, any teens in 8-12th grade are invited to join us at Midrasha on December 4 for an Open House.  We meet from 7:15 – 
9:15pm at 74 Eckley Lane in Walnut Creek.  No RSVP needed, just show up! 
 
For more information about any of these events or programs, please visit our website at www.ccmidrasha.com or contact us at con-
tracostamidrasha@gmail.com or 925/944-4701.  Happy New Year! 
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DECEMBER  2013    Kislev - Tevet 5774 
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JANUARY  2014    Tevet - Sh’vat 5774 

 

KIDS CONGREGATION 
 

Let your child experience the Torah up close. 

Join Cantor Chabon in our Library 

at 9 am on the 2
nd

 Saturday of the month - 

December 14 and January 11. 

  

SISTERHOOD and MEN OF CBT INVITE YOU TO  
 

GAME NIGHT 
 

Saturday, January 11, 2014 

7:30 pm  

CBT Social Hall 

Play Poker, Mah Jongg or any board game you bring. 
 

Please bring a nosh to share. 

RSVP: raynaravitz@gmail.com by January 10
th

 

Adults only please! 
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Online Communications CommitteeOnline Communications CommitteeOnline Communications CommitteeOnline Communications Committee    

Earlier this year, CBT launched a redesigned website (Tikvah.org) and Facebook page to highlight our fantastic community to the 
outside world.  As of mid-November, we've had 186 Likes and 386 visitors to our Facebook Page which means 186 people are fol-
lowing what's going on with our Shtetl.  Hopefully you're one of them! If not, take a look.  
 
Because Facebook is a social media site open to the public, we need some guidelines around its appropriate use.  As such, our Board 
of Directors approved these Facebook guidelines in October:  
 
Congregation B'nai Tikvah maintains a Facebook page that can receive postings from anyone who (1) has a valid Facebook account, 
and (2) chooses to “like” the page via his/her account.    This page serves as one of the synagogue’s major portals to the community, 
and should be treated with great care and respect.  All content that is posted to Congregation B'nai Tikvah’s Facebook page is mod-
erated by a group of administrators, and can be removed at their discretion.  Administrators, at their discretion, shall also have the 
power to block violators of the Appropriate Posting Guidelines from the congregation’s Facebook page.  
 
Our Appropriate Posting Guidelines are aimed at maintaining a professional and communal site where information and ideas are 
exchanged.  Therefore, users may not post content that is:  

• Gratuitously offensive or inflammatory 

• Racist or discriminatory in nature 

• Libelous or defamatory 

• Likely to reflect poorly on the synagogue 
 
Finally, any photographs posted to the Congregation B'nai Tikvah Facebook page should not identify members by their full name 
and must not identify children by name.  
 
If you're interesting in learning more about the Online Communications Committee or have any questions, please contact me at 
dlapporte@gmail.com.  

By Dan Lapporte, Chair 

Plus a special short Chanukah Movie. 

Just $5 a Person! 

Sunday December 1
st

, 3 - 4:30pm 

This program is designed for families with children up to age 10 but all are welcome! 

Open to members and non-members. 

Signups are not necessary but GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

 

RSVP to the Temple Office, leeaht@hotmail.com or  

use the link from the flyer on our website. 

 

 

It’s Chanukah Time at CBT! 
 

Food  &  Dreidels  

Crafts  &  Games 



For membership information, please contact the Temple Office. 

Congregation B’nai Tikvah 
25 Hillcroft Way 
Walnut Creek, CA 94597 
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U.S. Postage Paid 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

"Blues and Schmooze" with the Tikvah Tones 

Saturday, December 7
th

 

  

YOU ASKED FOR IT AND YOU GOT IT! 

The renowned Tikvah Tones will be playing for your listening and dancing pleasure  

Saturday, December 7
th

 in our social hall   

and for no apparent reason other than geNng our community together for a  

relaxed evening of music and just plain schmoozing with your fellow congregants.  

  

From 7 - 10 pm you can sit, schmooze, dance, nosh.  

  

They'll play cool jazz, Jewish music, some blues and rock n' roll.   

No dress code - come as comfortable as you want to be. 

  

We ask that you bring an $18 dona.on, 

a plate of nosh, and if you love to drink a par.cular wine or beer - bring that too!   

  

So don't miss this night of just hanging out with your posse.  Peace out! 

  

RSVPs are appreciated.  Just let us know you're coming!!  


