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From Rabbi Jerry Levy….

FIND A TEACHER AND INFORM MANY STUDENTS.

This is our mantra, our eternal challenge and first principle. This is the touchstone of our Jewish identity. This is our
post doc course in survival – not as a distinct and distant ethnic minority, but as a thinking, sensing, reasoning, feel-
ing and conscious contributor to the history of civilized society. (After two thousand years, we can now all be respon-
sible in the achievement department. All one needs is will and confidence with a little curiosity mixed in for good
measure.)

So do you know how to recite the Kaddish when the time really comes? Do you share with your children your own source material
about what makes and keeps you Jewish and do you question them about why they carry the name JEW within; it’s meaning, it’s
privilege, it’s responsibility, and on and on? Have you thought through how your own freedom to choose the content and expression
of your liberal and creative Judaism makes you more “Jewish” than your Orthodox ancestors?

By the way, your every thought, deed and decision is “Jewish.” Just figured that you ought to know the truth.

Read a good “Jewish” book lately? Is your TANACH still warm from study? Opening a new page of EXCEL to record an ever-
increasing list of social Mitzvot? Nice to encounter these cornerstones of continuity…

I had the most amazing experience with my kids recently that I’d like to share with you. I was driving back to Oakland
from B’nai Tikvah on a Tuesday night, on my way to my beloved evening yoga class. My family knows that I don’t
come home until after the boys are asleep on Tuesdays and that it’s because I take this wonderful class that is so im-
portant for me. I don’t like missing bedtime, and I don’t like sitting in bad traffic in order to make it to class, but I do
it, every week that I can, because (as we all know by now!), my yoga practice is essential to my sense of peace and joy
and stability in my life.
So there I was on Tuesday night, inching along in traffic, about to pass the exit to my house, when I felt myself switch

lanes, get off the freeway and head for home. I knew I was choosing to miss my class, and yet I felt like I was being compelled to go
home by some force stronger than myself. My body wanted me to go to class but my heart put on my blinker and guided me home.
When I walked in the door I was greeted with the happiest, most surprised faces. That enough would have made it all feel worth it.

The boys had all eaten dinner already, so I put Judah to bed and then sat down to a delicious meal and a nice glass of wine with Ste-
ve, Ezra and Levi keeping me company while I ate. I said my blessings before the meal, started to eat, and then Ezra said to me,
“Mama, when you picture God, what do you see?” Here is conversation that we then had together:
“I don’t really picture God as much as I feel God,” I said.
“But what does God feel like to you?” asked Ezra.
“Well…like joy and comfort and love,” I said. “What do you see when you picture God?” I asked him.
“God is in the refrigerator” said Levi, chiming in. He was at this point doing one of his favorite evening activities, spinning around
and around in circles, half naked.

Reflections…
By Cantor Jennie Chabon

(continued on page 6)

(Rabbi Asher is on sabbatical)

(continued on page 4)
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Tikvah Talk

Congregation B’nai Tikvah is a Reform congregation
which, through personal attention, provides to its mem-
bers an extended family. The congregation fulfills its
members’ spiritual needs, fosters their Jewish identity,
promotes the perpetuation of Judaism and its members’
Jewish education, and encourages a commitment to full
participation in Temple life.

Tikvah Talk is published 11 times a year and is distributed free of
charge to anyone expressing an interest in Congregation B’nai
Tikvah. All news items are due the 10th of each month. Please
submit articles electronically, if possible, to Congregation B’nai
Tikvah, at office@tikvah.org (subject Tikvah Talk) or by mail to
25 Hillcroft Way, Walnut Creek, CA 94597, (925) 933-5397.

Raphael W. Asher, Rabbi
Jennie Chabon, Cantor

Stephen Richards, Cantor Emeritus
Judy Blum, Temple Administrator

Phil Hankin, Director of Education

Temple Office (925) 933-5397
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 - 5:00

Fax (925) 933-6833

E-mail: office@tikvah.org
Website: http://www.tikvah.org

Todd Young

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS

President John Rubenfeld
Vice President Tina Guterman
Vice President Glenn Gould
Vice President Jenifer Paul
Secretary Bob Stern
Treasurer Harry Wittenberg
Past President Lisa Wenger

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Bob Canter Chuck Eisner

Alan Gould Dan Lapporte

Amy Lichtenstein Idelle Lipman

Barbara Loebel Bruce Meyers

Rayna Ravitz Mary Ann Wittenberg

Shalom Connection

Mazel Tov to:
Michelle and David Adelberg on the birth of daughters

Morgan Reese and Sadie Brynn.
And to grandparents Barbara and Sid Meyers

Condolences to:
Natalie Benn on the loss of her father, Marvin Benn
Dan Lapporte and family on the loss of his mother,

Anne Frankel Lapporte
Lisa McLaurin and family on the loss of her mother,

Sandra Green
Stuart Appley and family on the loss of his mother,

Arlene Appley

Welcome to our new members...

Yonina and Barry Bushell

Need a LITTLE Help Sending
Your Child to a

Jewish Summer Camp?

Contact the Temple Office for an 
�ƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�

James Cohen Memorial Fund.

�ƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ��ƵĞ
February 15, 2013
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President’s Message
By John Rubenfeld By Phil Hankin, Director of Education

Turn It, Turn It, Turn It Again

Here are clues to the following riddle:

Significance: Remembers the defeat of a plot
to exterminate the Jews
Observances: Public reading of a book of
ǁ ŚŝůĞ�ΗďůŽƫ ŶŐ�ŽƵƚΗ�ƚŚĞ�ǀ ŝůůĂŝŶΖƐ�ŶĂŵĞ
Length: 1 day
Customs: �ŽƐƚƵŵĞ�ƉĂƌƟĞƐ͖ �ĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐ͖�ĞĂƟŶŐ�

fruit-filled triangular cookies 

What am I? Hopefully you answered the Jewish holiday of Pu-
rim. If so, you won a lifetime supply of Hamentaschen from
Costco. What significance does this holiday hold on the Jewish
calendar? Purim is one of the most joyous and fun holidays as it
commemorates a time when the Jewish people living in Persia
were saved from extermination. But why all the revelry and
hoopla? Because we are commanded to “eat, drink, and be mer-
ry.” We are commanded to boo and hiss and attempt to blot out
the name of Haman at his very mention during the public reading
of the Scroll of Esther. And according to the Talmud, we are
required to drink until we cannot tell the difference between
"cursed be Haman" and "blessed be Mordecai" (though opinions
differ as to exactly how drunk that is). When else can you come
to Temple drunk and be loud and obnoxious and dress up in cos-
tume? I love this holiday because of its irreverent nature. The
High Holidays are solemn and reflective, Passover has its dietary
restrictions, and Sukkot makes us eat and sleep outside for a
week. But on Adar 14 we party in the streets like it’s Mardi
Gras.

For all the joy on this holiday, Jewish custom tells us that we
cannot fully enjoy the day without remembering those less fortu-
nate that ourselves. Therefore, we are commanded to send out
gifts of food or drink, and to make gifts to charity. The sending
of gifts of food and drink is referred to as Mishloach Manot (lit.
sending out portions). It is always the balance that we Jews keep
in order to make the world a better place.

Finally, it is also customary to hold carnival-like celebrations on
Purim, to perform plays and parodies, and to hold beauty con-
tests. To this end, Congregation B’nai Tikvah will be holding
Purim festivities, beginning on Saturday evening, February 23,
with our Annual Purim Spiel, Megillah Reading, Pizza Dinner,
Carnival games, and Hamentaschen. The evening begins at
5:30pm with dinner and games, followed by the reading of the
Megillah and “A Glee-Ful Purim” Spiel. We end the evening
with Hamentaschen and refreshments. Then, on Sunday Febru-
ary 24, CBT Religious School’s 7th Grade class is sponsoring a
Mitzvah Day for the school families and the congregation in lieu
of regular classes. Many projects will be available to participate
in, both onsite and off, including:

The making and delivering of 125 Mishloach Manot bas-
kets to the residents of the Reutlinger Community for

In 17 months our revered Rabbi Asher will be
retiring. The Board has been actively prepar-
ing for this day and it’s time to formally
begin the process of selecting his successor.
To begin this journey, there are two tasks we
need to accomplish in the next two months:

ϭͿ��ƐƚĂďůŝƐŚ�Ă�̂ ĞĂƌĐŚ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ

ϮͿ��ůĞĂƌůǇ�ĚĞĮ ŶĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕�ǁ ŚĂƚ�
ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐͬ ŝĚĞŽůŽŐǇͬƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞƐ�ǁ Ğ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ƉƌĞĨĞƌ�
from the new Rabbi, and his/her short and long term
ŽďũĞĐƟǀ ĞƐ

With any successful committee, it starts from the top. Some of
the necessary characteristics as a leader are:

 Represents a broad range of members

 Highly respected, even keeled and works well with
others

 Successful history of leading many important CBT
projects, events and programs

After considering the above areas, the Executive Board is very
excited to announce Phil Weismehl and Jenifer Paul will be
the co-chairs of the Rabbi Search Committee. Phil has been a
member of CBT for 26 years, he was our 10th President (see
his profile at end of my article) and played an integral part
with our building renovation. He was involved in helping us
meet and select our beloved Cantor Chabon. Over the past 10
plus years, Phil has championed our participation in the “Relay
for Life” (American Cancer Society) fundraiser. Additionally,
he continues to be actively involved in a myriad of programs
and initiatives.

Although Jenifer has only been a member for 3½ years, she’s
accomplished so many things you’d think she’s been here for-
ever. As a committee member on the Religious Education
Committee, she was instrumental in updating the curriculum,
establishing the Fall Kallah and choosing Phil Hankin as our
Director of Education. She joined the executive board when I
began my presidency and is the chair of our “New Members”
committee. Most recently, we all remember her heartfelt Yom
Kippur appeal on paying down the mortgage. You can regu-
larly see Jenifer at Friday night Shabbat services or on Sun-
days at religious school.

When you look at their collective contributions, accomplish-
ments and leadership skills, we are very fortunate to have them
take on this critical responsibility. On behalf of the communi-
ty, we thank you and your families (for allowing you to take
on this role) in representing our community!!

(continued on page 7) (continued on page 12)
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By Rayna Ravitz, Sisterhood President

Sisterhood News

Seventeen of us went to the CJM for the “Radical Camera” and
enjoyed the exhibit. Thank you Susan Friedman for coordinat-
ing this. I understand that there were many changes in head
count at the last minute. We will try to manage our responses to
make it easier for the next trip.

Sisterhood has many events; I hope you can join us for some
that interest you.

Sunday, February 10 – Lecture “Subversive Scripture, Tales
from the Bible that’ll make you say ‘What’” 10am
See description of this lecture on page 6.

Wednesday , February 20 - Book Sisters @ 6:30 pm
"The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks" by Rebecca Skloot
We are ordering dinner from “Sweet Tomatoes” for $10. I will
bring everything to CBT. Please let me know if you are going to
participate in dinner by Feb. 17 raynaravitz@gmail.com.

Thursday, February 28, – “Singing in the Rain” Lesher Center
Tickets have been ordered - see you there!

Tuesday, March 12 - Jewish Film Festival and Dinner
PARIS MANHATTAN. CineArts Dome in Pleasant Hill
7:30pm (Please get your tickets before this date)
Diner – 6:00 Rubios
In her pharmacy, Alice, a beautiful 30-something Jewish Parisian, distributes
medicine as well as DVD’s to her ailing clientele. Most of her cinematic
“prescriptions” are for movies made by Woody Allen. At home, she flashes back
to dialogue from his many films when trying to deal with issues of the heart.
Then one day, the real Woody Allen (in a tender cameo role) comes to Paris and
offers her his romantic advice.

Sunday, March 17 – Women’s Seder 4pm Social Hall
Cookie Svingos and Laurie Rabinowitz are coordinating this
event. The dinner will be Sephardic with meat, no dairy. RSVP
to Cookie Svingos, cookieeaz@aol.com.

Saturday, March 23 - “A Night on Broadway” Annual CBT
Fundraiser
Last year we made or bought yummy desserts that were auc-
tioned off successfully and have been asked to do that again. If
you can help, let me know. Plan on attending a fun party.

Book Choices for later in the year:
"Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail" by Cheryl
Strayed
"In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, an American Family in
Hitler's Berlin" by Erik Larson.

You can reach me at raynaravitz@gmail.com.

Rabbi Levy….

(continued from page 1)
Nice, because in our pursuit of the Sacred, we have the oppor-
tunity to raise the level and the quality of human existence - all
we need is will and confidence.

So, go study what interests you and then teach it to someone else.
That’s so Jewish!

(Rabbi Levy will be on bima the 1st and 4th Fridays of the month
ǁ ŚŝůĞ�ZĂďďŝ��ƐŚĞƌ�ŝƐ�ŽŶ�ƐĂďďĂƟĐĂů͘Ϳ

PURIM IS COMING!
A Very GLEE Megillah

Saturday,

February 23rd

5:30 pm Pizza dinner &

children’s games

6:30 pm Purim Shpiel and

Megillah Reading

Sign up for dinner through the Members Only

section of our website or

send a check to the Temple Office.

$10 adult / $18 family by Thursday, February 21st.

$15 adult / $25 family at the door.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE FOR KIDS TO GET

INVOLVED IN THE SHPIEL!!

There are three kids’ chorus songs that will be rehearsed

during Religious School on February 3rd and 10th.

No auditions necessary for the kids’ chorus,

just a desire to be silly and sing!

The kids will also be asked to join the adults for a final re-

hearsal on Thursday, February 21 from 7:30 - 9 pm.

Calling all Hamans and Esthers -

get those costumes ready!

Let’s make this year’s celebration of Purim

the best one we’ve had in years!



February 2013 Tikvah Talk page 5

Contributions

GENERAL FUND
In memory of Nathan Jacobson
In memory of Richard Shinozaki

Irene Jacobson and Rick Shinozaki
In honor of the Noble/Arnold Family

Lawrence Noble
In memory of Fanny Malkov
In memory of Avrum Girsch Malkov

Rakhil and Naum Sadetskiy
In memory of David Lewis

Sue and John Lewis
In memory of Esther Leventhal

Diane and Victor Leventhal
In memory of Jesse Dobin
In memory of Marvin B. Alexander

Frances Dobin
In memory of Rea Letush

Nancy and Norman Friedman
In memory of David Solomon

Michael Solomon
In memory of Mildred Newman
In memory of Henry Newman

Miriam and Stanley Newman
In memory of Marion Sirota

Ann and Stuart Lutzker

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of Jean Sturtz

Leslie and Howard Sturtz
In memory of Max Gewing
In memory of David Gross

Anna and Walter Gewing

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of Isador Schwartz
In memory of Esther Schwartz
In memory of Sidney Schwartz

Cindy Turner and Brian Schwartz

GENERAL FUND FOR CANTOR’S MUSICAL PRO-
GRAMS
In honor of the birth of Leah Melinda Miller

Nicky and Phil Weismehl
In appreciation of Shir Joy

Kelly and Aaron Kaplan

JOSEPH ASHER MEMORIAL LECTURE FUND
In honor of Beth and Gal’s Wedding

Lance and Robert Canter

JAMES COHEN MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of Janet Zeimer
In memory of Robert Zeimer

Sally Cohen

CANTOR STEPHEN RICHARDS MUSICAL ENRICH-
MENT/CHOIR FUND
In memory of Moshe Teitelman
In memory of Samuel Teitelman

Carol and Allen Teitelman

ABRAHAM NIVER SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of Sidney Tatz

Shirley and Jeffrey Weiner
In memory of Peter Bronsky

Maya Bronsky
In memory of Emily Parker

Pat Viera

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In memory of Ida Shiela Salusky

Monica Salusky and John Sutherland
In memory of Jackie Boyd

Sharon and Ron Brown

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
In memory of Lona Isaac Tyner
In memory of Herman Rabinowitz

Laurie and Steven Rabinowitz
In memory of Janet Rupley Church
In memory of Molly Weiss Taner

Leslie and Bill Rupley

SPECIAL EDUCATION FUND
In appreciation of CBT

Randi and Todd Goldman
In appreciation of Rabbi Asher

Lisa, John, Jessica and Tracey McLaurin

LIBRARY FUND
In memory of Judy Maroney

Suzanne and James Gullett

In Loving Memory

Marvin Benn

1939 - 2013

CBT Member 2000 - 2013
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Men of CBT
By Harry Wittenberg, President

Learn with Jhos Singer

Subversive scripture, Tales from the
Bible that’ll make you say:

“What the…!?!?)”
Sisterhood invites all - Sunday, February 10 at 10 am

Years ago I was teaching a 6th grade religious school class at a
large, liberal synagogue Hebrew school. We got to the story of

Lot and his daughters and, since it deals with somewhat sensitive
themes, I decided to alert the parents of my students that we

would be studying a slightly off-color subject in the upcoming
week. An uproar ensued. The parents were incensed and at least

one parent insisted that what I was teaching couldn’t possibly
derive from the Torah.

The rabbi of the congregation assured them that it was indeed
from the Torah. This episode in my career led me to compile a

series of teachings that are often skipped over, ignored, or other-
wise swept under the rug. In this class we will pull them out of
their dank caves and examine them in the light of day, proving
that there is a lot more to the Torah than Matriarchs and Patri-

archs and lots of sand…..

Kabbalah on One Foot
Men of CBT invite all - Sunday, March 10 at 10 am

Hillel the Elder is famous for saying that he could teach the en-
tire Torah while standing on one foot. He says, “’Love your

neighbor as yourself’ is the whole Torah, the rest is just com-
mentary, now go study.”

With just a wee bit of chutzpah, I would follow Hillel by saying
that I can teach the whole of Kaballah while standing on one

foot: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
All the rest is just commentary. In this class we will study
that deceptively simple line to reveal wisdom on the literal,

figurative, interpretive and mystery levels. We will use
musical, literary, graphic and numerological techniques to
reveal kabalistic messages embedded in this well known

opening line. Come and see……

Read about Jhos Singer in the January 18th ĞĚŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
j, the Jewish news weekly. www.jweekly.com

On Sunday, February 17th, the Men of CBT are going to the
Contemporary Jewish museum for a private tour of one of its
current exhibits. Please RSVP Harry Wittenberg at wit-
tenb1@comcast.net if you are interested. There is no cost to
you. We'll meet at the temple at 10, carpool to the city and the
tour is from 12-1. Afterwards, we will grab a nosh at Miller's
East Coast deli.

“For me,” Ezra continued, “God is what I feel when I look into
the eyes of someone I love. Like, when daddy and I were on
the beach alone together last year, and I ran up to him, wanting
to hug him. I saw God in daddy’s eyes when I was running
towards him.”
”I’m sitting on God,” added Levi.
What do you mean? I asked him.
“God is in everything, so God is in my chair,” Levi said. He
paused, then said, “Judah is God.”
“Well, Judah isn’t God, but God is in Judah. God is in all of

us,” I said.

“I love Judah,” Levi said (a sentiment which rarely comes out

of his mouth!). “I’m not going to be mean to him anymore.”

There were so many things about that conversation that moved
me. I was moved that Ezra was the one who started the conver-
sation. I was moved by how easy it was to talk about God with
my children. As Jews, we don’t talk about God very much.
Even the most devout people don’t talk much about their faith.
So I was moved nearly to tears to be talking so openly and
freely with my family about God. I was deeply moved by Ez-
ra’s understanding of seeing God in the people he loves. I was
moved by the simplicity of Levi’s understanding, but especially
by how talking about God being in Judah made him want to be
nicer to his little brother.

I reflect a lot on my relationship to God and on the holiness of
the people around me when I prepare for the high holidays. At
that time of year it’s a kind of constant refrain in my head. But
on Tuesday night, when I should have been at yoga, the conver-
sation took me completely by surprise and made me feel so
grateful for the opportunity to talk and reflect on such a deep
level with my children.

God is in all of us. My wish and prayer is for everyone in this
holy congregation to be blessed by the ability to follow your
heart, to take an unexpected turn, and to be granted rich, mean-
ingful experiences in return.

Reflections…

(continued from page 1)
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(continued from page 3)

President….

Some of you have inquired about serving on the committee. As you know, being a committee member is more than casting a vote
on who will be our next Rabbi. It will require a multitude of responsibilities:

 18 month commitment

 �Ʃ ĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ĨŽĐƵƐ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ�;ƐĞĞ�ďĞůŽǁ Ϳ

 Gathering and summarizing the feedback from those focus group sessions

 �ŽŵƉůĞƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵďŵŝƫ ŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�Žĸ ĐŝĂů�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ����Z�;�ĞŶƚƌĂů��ŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�ZĂďďŝƐͿ�– where qualified Re-

ĨŽƌŵ�ZĂďďŝ�ĐĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞƐ�ĐĂŶ�ĂƉƉůǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ

 WƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀ ŝĞǁ Ɛ

 ^Ğƫ ŶŐ�ƵƉ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ƉŚŽŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂĐĞ-to-face interviews

 �ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƟŶŐ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Į ŶĂů�ĐĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ

 �ƐƐŝƐƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͕�ƌĞůŽĐĂƟŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ĞůĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ŶĞǁ �ZĂďďŝ

Our goal in selecting the remaining search committee members is to have a group that represents many if not all of our de-
mographics: Parents with children in our religious school, interfaith families, empty-nesters, long and recently-joined members,
members who regularly attend Shabbat services and those who only attend High Holiday services. We are also are strongly consid-
ering a teenager be part of the committee.

The second task is to define who we are as well as what traits are essential in our new Rabbi. Therefore, the Executive Board decid-
ed to invite all of you to participate in one (or more) focus group sessions. Knowing you have a busy schedule, we decided to hold
them on three separate days. The format will be asking you a series of questions pertaining to two distinct areas:

Our community:
What are our core values, strengths/weaknesses, and long/short term goals and objectives? What is our position on a wide variety of
topics (i.e. ritual, interfaith, religious education, etc.)?

Our new Rabbi:
What should his/her top priorities, personality, issues/stances on a variety topics, long term goals, etc. be?

We are anticipating the meetings will no more than 1 ½ hours. I encourage you to find time to attend one of the sessions. Your
feedback is crucial in providing the path the search committee needs to follow when selecting our new Rabbi. Below are the sched-
uled dates for the focus group meetings.

Sunday, February 10th at 1:00 pm Tuesday, February 19th at 6:30 pm Sunday, March 3rd at 9:45 am

Speaking of Rabbis, Rabbi Asher is in the middle of a three month sabbatical. We are very fortunate to have Rabbi Jerry Levy tak-
ing on the duties (including lifecycle events, religious education, and general support) during this time. He will be leading the 1st

and 4th Friday Shabbat services between now and the end of March. So far, the early reviews are very positive! This is a great op-
portunity for all of us to experience a different style and to start to get a sense of what similarities or differences we would like in 17
months.

Our next profiles of our Past- Presidents are from our 9th and 10th Presidents.

Jared Goldin is a 28 year member. Before, during and after his presidency he has made important contributions. For countless
years, Jared has done a fantastic job in representing the temple during our shift for “Winter Nights” (a program that houses, feeds
and supports homeless families). He has scripted many of our popular Purimspiel musicals and shared his Israel experiences. You
will see Jared and his wife, Trish, at nearly every fundraiser. For the members whose children recently had B’nai Mitzvahs, the
name Goldin should be a familiar one. That’s because Jared’s daughter is Mora Emma (one of our most popular teachers in the past
few years). It’s no surprise many of our past and current accomplishments a Goldin was involved. Jared, thank you and your family
for enriching our community!

Phil Weismehl was our 10th President. As I mentioned above, Phil has a lengthy resume of results. Since he stepped down as Presi-
dent, Phil really hasn’t slowed down. Every year he supervised re-building our sukkah, worked with the URJ on our membership

(continued on page 13)
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MIDRASHA NEWS
By Devra C. Aarons, CCM Executive Director

March 2nd is our 5th annual fundraiser event. This annual function not only assists Contra Costa Midrasha in covering ex-
penses, it’s also a great way to celebrate our organization and be together as a community. What I have loved about our
events each year are the unexpected conversations and encounters. For example, one year I was having a conversation with
a parent about our Israel culture class. He shared that he had just returned from Israel and would love to share the techno-
logical vision he saw there. This lead to a great night at Midrasha where our teens got to hear from a member of our com-
munity about their hands-on work in Israel. Just last year, I was in the line to get dinner, when I looked up and saw two
parents standing next to each other, who belong to two different synagogues in our community. I introduced them, ex-
plaining that their teens have been becoming good friends. They looked at each other saying, “you are HIS mom? My kid
can’t stop talking about your son!” They laughed and gave each other big hugs.

This year our event will continue with lots of time for this type of commu-
nity building. It’s not often in our community when members from all
three of our partner synagogues – Beth Chaim, B’nai Shalom and B’nai Tik-
vah – purposefully celebrate and share a meal together.

There will be lots of ways to celebrate at this year’s event. Our theme this
year is “Midnight at the Circus.” Circus performers (think floor acrobatics,
aerialists and contortionists) will thrill your eyes. Complimentary wine and
signature cocktails will whet your palate. Delicious food catered by Simple
Elegance Catering will fill your belly. Our evening would not be complete
without auction items – large and small – to fill your “shopping” basket.

Contra Costa Midrasha’s impact will be made clear by some of our teens,
who will share their experience in our program. Last year our teens talked
about how Midrasha enabled them to do good work in the community, to
connect more deeply to their Jewish identity and to a community of friends
who enliven their world. I’m excited to share the good news with you.
Contra Costa Midrasha is growing in its enrollment and its capacities!

Don’t miss what will certainly be a spectacular evening! For more infor-
mation about the event, please visit this website: www.ccmidrasha.com/
annual-event, where you can also buy tickets or make a donation.

Join us for Contra Costa Midrasha’s 5th Annual Fundraiser Event!
Saturday March 2nd at 6:30pm
“Midnight at the Circus” …an evening of dinner, auctions, circus performers and more!
Beth Chaim Congregation, Danville www.ccmidrasha.com/annual-event

THIS YEAR PASSOVER BEGINS MONDAY, MARCH 23.

THE GIFT SHOP WILL BE OPEN FOR ALL YOUR
PASSOVER NEEDS

Sunday, March 17 9:30 am - noon
Tuesday, March 19 4 - 5:30 pm

Sunday, March 24 9:30 am - noon

Shop for Haggadot, Seder plates, paper goods, Miriam cups,
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛ Ɛ�ďŽŽŬƐ͕ �ĐĂŶĚůĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂŶĚůĞ�ƐƟĐŬƐ͙ ͙

(no food though)

WOMEN’S SEDER led by Cantor Chabon
SUNDAY, MARCH 17 4 pm

(see Sisterhood column on page 4 for details)

CBT COMMUNITY SEDER led by Rabbi Asher
Tuesday, March 26 6 pm

Catered by Sunrise Catering
Watch your email for details.
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FEBRUARY 2013 Shevat - Adar 5773

Kids Congregation - Saturday, February 9th at 9 am

Please join Cantor Chabon for our Kids Congregation service. Come see the Torah up close.
Enjoy singing and a story in a small setting. All ages welcome - from babies on up!

The service will be followed by a small oneg.
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MARCH 2013 Adar - Nisan 5773
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YOU!
By Idelle Lipman, Volunteer Coordinator

Did you know there are many ways you can deepen your involvement within Congregation B’nai Tikvah? Maybe you are new to
the Congregation; maybe you have been a long time member of the Congregation and now find yourself with some much deserved
“free” time on your hands.

The Board, in fulfilling its commitment to you, its members, has created a Volunteer Coordinator position that you heard a little
about from our President, John Rubenfeld, during the High Holyday Services. This position has been established to assist in the
matching up of new and current members by my getting to know you and see how you may become more involved in the B’nai Tik-
vah community while pursuing areas of interest special to you.

I have had the pleasure of talking with some of you directly about these volunteer opportunities one-on-one at Services, at an Oneg,
Temple events, during Sisterhood gatherings and on the phone and will continue to make this personal contact.
But, did you know that a social media interface volunteer, a parking lot person during Religious School Sunday meeting times, assis-
tance with our Spring Gala “A Night on Broadway,” being part of the Membership, Interfaith, Social Action Committees, and assist-
ing with follow up phone calls are just some of the areas you could contribute to? And, this is just a small sampling of how we want
to help you become involved.

I will continue to seek you out as part of my responsibility to be a Nudge (someone defined as “one who pushes against gently”) but
hope it goes both ways as you seek me out. You can identify me by my New England accent or e-mail me at
idelle.lipman@gmail.com anytime.

Sunday, March 17, 5:40 PM, Orinda Theatre I
Broadway Musicals

USA, 2012, 90 minutes, English. Be prepared to leave the theatre humming your favorite Broadway show tune!
This vibrant documentary, featuring performances and conversations with such cultural icons as Barbra Strei-
sand, Nathan Lane, Mel Brooks, Stephen Sondheim, David Hyde Pierce, Joel Grey, and Zero Mostel, explores
the unique role of Jewish composers and lyricists in the creation of the modern American musical. A virtual
behind-the-scenes-of-Broadway, it is a humorous, and provocative film, mixing cultural history with entertain-
ing perspectives on the origins and meaning of some of Broadway's most beloved shows.

For a complete schedule and to order tickets: www.eastbayjewishfilm.org or call the Jewish Federation of the
East Bay at 510.318.6484.

THE 18th ANNUAL EAST BAY INTERNATIONAL
JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

eastbayjewishfilm.org www.jfed.org
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dues, was the Adult Ed chairperson, and countless other initiatives. With his wife Nicky, they regularly attend services, fundraisers,
and guest speakers. If there is a need, Phil is quick to ask “How can I help?” Well, there is a really, really big need and we are very
fortunate Phil said yes.

Meet Jared Goldin
Thanks for your interest in our "ancient history." I too have enjoyed these articles. I would characterize the two
years that I served as BT president as "transformational." We had our 18th birthday/Chai celebration, marking the
end of our child/teen years. We conducted a long range survey and found that--as opposed to moving to a new site,
including the JCC--members loved our home and wanted us to build onsite the larger facilities that we needed to
house and serve our growing community. (At one point, we had 3 religious school sessions but had fewer mem-
bers.) This became a reality under Phil's leadership. Unfortunately, the end of our childhood/infancy was brought
home very early in this two year period when Steve Jaspan passed away unexpectedly and far too young
(fortunately, the only of our presidents to have died to date). This experience showed us both how vulnerable and
fragile we are and, at the same time, how sustaining and comforting is the Jewish community that we have created

to help us through these horrible and inexplicable times. I spent the month or so after Steve's death calling every member of CBT to
introduce myself and to ask about what people felt about and wanted from being part of the CBT family. (From this came, for exam-
ple, a decision to change our annual meeting from a little attended week night to Sunday during Religious School.) On a personal
level, it was an honor to serve as a temple president as I had seen my father do in the synagogue of my youth in Long Beach and to
do so when Emma-now in cantorial school--was Bat Mitzvahed. Two enduring thoughts: first, it was an honor to serve with--and
for a while lead--a team of such dedicated and fun volunteers who showed me (and should be an encouragement for those to come)
that the time and effort (and money) given towards such efforts is far outweighed by the comraderie and accomplishment of Jewish
community gained. Second, was hearing the mother of a hyper young lad at services tell him that he better quiet down 'cause sitting
next to him was the president of the temple and seeing him instantly shrink and pipe down. To this day, I try to use this great power
only when absolutely necessary.

Meet Phil Weismehl
I was born and raised in Chicago. My family were members of Temple Beth Israel, a Reform congregation walk-
ing distance from home, with my parent both very active. I attended the famous Lane Tech High School where,
in addition to all the college prep stuff, I had to take drafting and shop, an invaluable part of my education – to
be used later on building things like our congregational sukkah. I attended the University of Illinois and then
came west to Berkeley for law school. One winter here and there was no turning back!

I spent my entire professional career with public agencies –the bulk with the California Public Utilities Commis-
sion (more on that later). I reconnected with my Judaism following my mother’s death, finding the Kabbalat

Shabbat services at Temple Emanuel in San Francisco a wonderful place to say Kaddish and end the workweek. Also got to know
my first Rabbi Asher (Joseph).

Visiting back in Chicago in 1976, I was at a friend’s house and introduced to his wife-to-be and her friend Nicky, who was going to
be checking out San Francisco before heading home to England. Nicky’s return to England took a major detour. Rabbi Joseph Asher
married us in 1980. After our son Alex was born we decided to head to the Walnut Creek area – more like where Nicky grew up in
England. Got a recommendation on a rabbi. Guess who? The first congregant we met was Chuck Eisner, over dinner with a law
school classmate of mine, one of Chuck’s partners. Been with CBT since 1986, shortly before our daughter Fiona was born.

Got more actively involved when Rabbi Asher asked me about joining the Ritual Committee. Then a few years as a member, three
years as Chair, a term on the general board doing various projects, including setting up board training, two terms as a vice-president,
including co-chairing the Long Range Planning Committee which did surveys and feasibility studies and other evaluations that led to
our pursuit of the expansion project and addition of our original elevator (thank you Bill Sweet). I became President in 2001, follow-
ing Jared Golden.

Early in my presidency we had the 9/11 attack on the World Trade Center – on the same day as our annual Restaurant Walk. After
talking with the restaurants and among ourselves we went forward, having a very emotional community event. It was at this time we
went through the lengthy process to secure our permit for our building construction and remodel, getting to know our neighbors on

President….

(continued from page 12)

(continued on page 13)
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Jewish Living.
Preparing and serving lunch at Shelter’s Inc in Martinez
Clearing brush and cacti at Open Space.
Making dog toys for ARF.

More info will follow soon about which projects you can sign up
for and how many slots are available. Hopefully you will all
join us on this joyous weekend, ready to “eat, drink, and be mer-
ry,” and to dress up as your favorite Purim character.

Chag Purim Samech!!

Turn It, Turn It….

(continued from page 3)
:Ğǁ ŝƐŚ�D ĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�t ŽƌŬƐŚŽƉ�–

Purim, a Story for Adults

We are all accustomed to seeing joy on the
faces of our children and grandchildren as they
celebrate the Purim holiday with costumes and

grogger noisemakers. What we may not
recognize is the serious, adult content of this

holiday. It is said there will be no further need to
celebrate our Jewish holidays in the World to
Come, except for Purim! In our workshop, we

will search out the reasons Purim finds itself in this 
exalted place. We will meet on the four Tuesday
evenings in February for one hour beginning at

7 pm in our library.
Everyone is welcome, both those experienced in
ŵĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŶǇ�ǁ ŚŽ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŶĞǀ Ğƌ�ŚĂĚ�

ƚŚĂƚ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͘��dŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽ�ĐŚĂƌŐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚŝŶŐ͕�
but do send an email to philip.paris@ymail.com
ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƉůĂŶƐ�ƚŽ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚ�ĂŶǇ�ŽŶĞ�Žƌ�Ăůů�ĨŽƵƌ�ŽĨ�

ŽƵƌ�ŵĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ͘

President….

Hillcroft and adjacent streets better than you can imagine. Had
a VERY busy presidency beyond that (changes in school di-
rector, cantor, etc.) Ah yes, the cantor, which takes us back to
my PUC employment.

We were looking for a new cantor, the search going slowly. I
had a new employee working for me who shortly after starting
asked to take some time off to go to the East Coast. His daugh-
ter was training to be a cantor and she was conducting High
Holyday Services. My ears perked up and we talked further. I
met his daughter, Jennie Chabon, during her winter break; she
still had a year and a half of training to go. Our search contin-
ued without finding the right fit, Cantor Emertius Stephen
Richards filled in, Jennie interviewed, finished training, and
the rest is history.

Nicky and I and our kids have so valued our time with B’nai
Tikvah. We’ve established life long friendships, as have our
children. We enjoy participating in virtually all CBT activities.

(continued from page 12)

5th graders learning the prayer for putting on their tallitot
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For membership information, please contact the Temple Office.

Congregation B’nai Tikvah
25 Hillcroft Way
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 71
Walnut Creek, CA

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

CBT’s Annual Fundraiser!
Featuring Les and the Miserables,

�ŶƚĞƌƚĂŝŶŵĞŶƚ͕ ��ŝŶŶĞƌ͕�>ŝǀ Ğ�Θ�̂ ŝůĞŶƚ��ƵĐƟŽŶ͕ ��ĞƐƐĞƌƚ��ƵĐƟŽŶ͕ �t ŝŶĞ��ƵĐƟŽŶ͕ �
photos on the red carpet, and much more…...

.....

DRESS: As formal as you would like

TICKETS AND PRICE: $50 per person before February 25th. Ψϳ Ϯ�ĂŌĞƌ�Žƌ�ƵŶƟů�ǁ Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ƐŽůĚ�ŽƵƚ ͊ �
Hurry and reserve your spot!

Sign up online through ƚŚĞ�D ĞŵďĞƌƐ�KŶůǇ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ of our website
or send your check to the Temple Office.

&Žƌ�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶƐ�- �ŵĂŝů�ŬŝƩǇƉƵƌƌϭϯΛ ŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ͘
Help support CBT’s Annual FUNdraiser.

Saturday, March 23, 2013
6 - 10 pm


