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From Where I Stand

President’s Message
By John Rubenfeld

Any progress towards peace in Israel, like the Counting of the Omer, is measured in painfully slow steps. We have
counted 49 days of uncertainty from Egypt to Sinai, and now we have counted 45 years since the Six Day War
without re-establishing clear borders for a secure Israel or for over 4 million Palestinians.

However, as we hold our collective breaths before another hot summer in the Middle East, we have some reason for
hope. The announcement of a Likud / Kadima coalition promises an effort towards a Conservative / Liberal con-
sensus that can’t be sabotaged by the Religious Parties or secular extremists (Yisrael Beiteinyu – “Israel is Our

House!”). At least now there is the possibility of resolving border and settlement issues according to demographic and political reali-
ties and not by divine right.

The inclusion of Kadima’s Shaul Mofaz in the government also signals an attitude towards Iran which trusts more in the effective-
ness of sanctions than in military strikes to smother Iran’s nuclear intentions. Perhaps now that Palestinian extremists are being
choked off from their Iranian and Syrian enablers, Palestinian moderates will set the tone for a Two-state Solution.

Israel is weary of the 45 – year stalemate and its role as Occupier; and many Palestinian leaders have seen how its anti – Israel rheto-
ric has only exacerbated two generations of misery. I compare the announcement of a Unity Government in Israel to the falling of
manna from heaven which traditionally began on Lag Ba’Omer, the 33rd day of the count. Perhaps with this hint of positive news we
can make it all the way to Sinai and to a just peace for both Israel and the Palestinian people.

On May 4th we held our “Prospective Members” Shabbat service which included a ‘pizza’ dinner beforehand.
Typically, about 30 people participate. However, like Passover, this was not like other nights; over 90 people
(including 14 prospective families) enjoyed a bountiful meal, made new acquaintances, and bathed in a warm at-
mosphere. What makes these events so successful is when, as a community, we open our arms and make our wel-
comed guests feel already part of our shtetl. I want to thank those families and Phil Hankin (leading a tour of our
classrooms as well as inviting our guests to the school’s year-end celebration). However, on behalf of the com-
munity, a special thank you goes out to Jen Paul (who as a party of one in our New Members Committee) for tire-
lessly calling on prospective families, coordinating with fellow members, and bringing it all together to have one

the best attended and received Shabbat events of the year. Her energy and enthusiasm are limitless. We are truly fortunate and ap-
preciative for all that you do!!

One of the cornerstones of my High Holiday speech was addressing our interfaith families. I’m pleased to say on May 6th, Glenn
Gould (the chairperson of our Interfaith Committee) and Rabbi Asher led a discussion group with 10 couples. The topics ranged
from “How do you define an interfaith couple,” “What differences and similarities do they have with traditional Jewish families,” to
“Where do go from here?” The feedback from the participants was extremely positive! In the coming months, Glenn will continue
reach out to our entire well-represented group to determine what programs and events interest them.

In the spirit of the recent initial public stock offering of Facebook, I thought it would be appropriate to let you know we have a Face-
book page. In fact, at the time of this article we have 96 “likes.” I’m hoping by the time you’re reading this, we will have surpassed
100! This is a great opportunity for our community to share pictures, celebrations, milestones, remembrances, etc. This is just an-
other way to bring us closer as a community. Thanks to Bob Canter and Linda Meyers for a fantastic job in launching the site!!

(continued on page 7)
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Tikvah Talk

Congregation B’nai Tikvah is a Reform congregation
which, through personal attention, provides to its mem-
bers an extended family. The congregation fulfills its
members’ spiritual needs, fosters their Jewish identity,
promotes the perpetuation of Judaism and its members’
Jewish education, and encourages a commitment to full
participation in Temple life.

Tikvah Talk is published 11 times a year and is distributed free of
charge to anyone expressing an interest in Congregation B’nai
Tikvah. All news items are due the 10th of each month. Please
submit articles electronically, if possible, to Congregation B’nai
Tikvah, at office@tikvah.org (subject Tikvah Talk) or by mail to
25 Hillcroft Way, Walnut Creek, CA 94597, (925) 933-5397.

Raphael W. Asher, Rabbi
Jennie Chabon, Cantor

Stephen Richards, Cantor Emeritus
Judy Blum, Temple Administrator

Phil Hankin, Director of Education

Temple Office (925) 933-5397
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 - 5:00

Fax (925) 933-6833

E-mail: office@tikvah.org
Website: http://www.tikvah.org

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS

President John Rubenfeld
Vice President Tina Guterman
Vice President Glenn Gould
Vice President Jenifer Paul
Secretary Bob Stern
Treasurer Todd Goldman
Past President Lisa Wenger

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Karl Bemesderfer Bob Canter

Chuck Eisner Alan Gould

Dan Lapporte Barbara Loebel

Bruce Meyers Rayna Ravitz

Mary Ann Wittenberg Todd Young

David Specland Lynda Webster

Upcoming B’nai Mitzvah

Shayna Barrall
Daughter of Judith & Scott Barrall
Saturday, June 2

Alexandra Fosbury
Daughter of Melissa Leib & Mark Fosbury

Saturday, June 2

Nieves Winslow
Daughter of Elizabeth Jiminez-Winslow

& Jeffrey Winslow
Saturday, June 9

Molly Appleby
Daughter of Maureen & Joe Appleby

Saturday, June 16

Evan Lachman
Son of Allyson & Michael Lachman
Saturday, June 23

Hayden Neustadt
Son of Stacey & Jeff Neustadt

Saturday, June 30

Shabbat Services begins at 10 am.
The Congregation is invited to attend.
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Turn It, Turn It, Turn It Again
By Phil Hankin, Director of Education

18 = Chai

Ever wonder why it is customary in Judaism to give presents to Bar/Bat Mitzvah teens or to wedding couples in
increments of 18? That is because the number 18 is considered “magical” in Jewish tradition. In Hebrew, there is a
term called Gematria. It refers to a system of assigning numeric value to each letter of the Hebrew alphabet. For
example, the letter Aleph is assigned the number 1, Bet the number 2, Gimmel 3, and so on until you reach the
Yud with 10. The the next letter, Chaf, is 20, Lamed, 30, etc. until Resh at 100. Shin is 200 and Tav 300. It is He-
brew's version of Roman numerals. In this example, in order to obtain the number 18, you must add together two

numbers to get 18. The letters most traditionally assigned to 18 are Chet and Yud, 8 + 10. Together they add to 18, and they form
the Hebrew word Chai, which means life. So that is why you give presents in increments of 18 so on these important life-cycle
events you are hoping to give the person/persons much happiness in life.

When I think of 18 I think of golf. In golf, “par” is considered a score of 72, an increment of 18. I only wish I could shoot a 72 on
the golf course. In order to do that, I would need to practice much more than I do now. In fact, practice is the key. I cannot expect
to go out and shoot a 72 without much practice and time committed to achieve the magic score. This year, I have been lucky
enough to be involved in the process of working with our B'nai Mitzvah students as they work towards practicing the material they
will help lead on the day of their important ceremony. If they do not practice, they will not be at their best, much like me on the
golf course. Whoever came up with the old adage “practice makes perfect” must have been Jewish. And he must have come up
with that while he was a teenager preparing for his Bar Mitzvah. You just cannot open up the Torah and begin reading/chanting the
words without much preparation and study (unless you a native Hebrew speaker and even then, some practice is necessary).

Why am I bringing up this aspect of practice? June begins summer vacation break from school and Religious School. It is custom-
ary to give the excuse of “forgetting my Hebrew” over the summer because students tend to check out for the 2 months. While I am
all for recharging the brain and letting go during vacation, in some ways it is detrimental to your Hebrew acquisition to totally let
your Hebrew practice slip. I hope that you will have your sons/
daughters pick up their Hebrew books and look at them each
week while away. It makes for an easier transition come Septem-
ber so the teachers do not have to use the first few weeks for re-
view. I also hope to continue practicing during the summer – my
golf that is. If anyone is interested in playing, or practicing, with
me please let me know. I will have my clubs in the trunk of the
car ready to play 9 (½ Chai) or 18 (a full Chai).

Thank you to Michelle Beitscher, Carla Kiesler, Melissa Leib,
Susan Padan and Todd Young for a lovely

Teacher Appreciation Brunch.
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Sisterhood News

For our May Book Sisters meeting, we read books by Batya Gur an Israeli mystery writer. Riva Gambert brought a film about Ms
Gur. Thank you to Riva for sharing that with us!

Our Sisterhood year was a busy one with lots of activities, making new friends and generally enjoying our community. A few
things have been scheduled for the beginning of the next ear (we all work within the Temple’s year of July through June) with lots
more activities to be filled in later.

Upcoming Events:
Sunday, July 22 11am - Book Sisters
Our next book is by Joyce Maynard called “Labor Day.” This book is being made into a movie. Let’s meet at my house for a re-
laxing potluck brunch. RSVP: raynaravitz@gmail.com

Wednesday, September 19 6:30pm – Book Sisters
No book has been selected yet. We’ll have that information soon.

Sunday, October 7, 9:45 am – Sisterhood Membership Brunch
Save the date!

Rayna Ravitz
raynaravitz@gmail.com

By Rayna Ravitz, Sisterhood President

TIKVAH L'ATID – HOPE FOR THE FUTURE”

On Sunday, April 29th, members of the East Bay Jewish community gathered at the new Magnus Museum to celebrate our suc-
ĐĞƐƐ͕ �ƐŽ�ĨĂƌ͕�ŝŶ�͞ �ƌĞĂƟŶŐ�Ă�:Ğǁ ŝƐŚ�>ĞŐĂĐǇ͘͟ �&Žƌ�ƐĞǀ ĞƌĂů�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕ �ǀ ŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ǀ ĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ƐǇŶĂŐŽŐƵĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�:Ğǁ ŝƐŚ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟons
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƐƚ��ĂǇ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ �ƚŽ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ŽƵƌ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�ŽƵƌ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĞƐƚĂƚĞ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘�/Ŷ�
ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ͕�Ăƚ���d͕ �ŽƵƌ�>ĞŐĂĐǇ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ŚĂƐ�ŚĂĚ�ĐŽŶǀ ĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�Ă�ĚŽǌĞŶ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͕ �ƐĞǀ ĞŶ�ŽĨ�ǁ ŚŽŵ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�
ĂŐƌĞĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁ ĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǁ ŝůůƐ�Žƌ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĞƐƚĂƚĞ�ƉůĂŶƐ͘ �dŚĞ�Ğǀ ĞŶƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�D ĂŐŶĞƐ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚuni-
ƚǇ�ƚŽ�ŚŽŶŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂŶŬ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͘ ��ĂĐŚ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǁ ƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǁ ŚǇ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟng in
the CAJL program. The statements were collected in a lovely Book of Life, which was on display at the event. Some of the state-
ments were read aloud to the group, and you won’t be surprised to hear that Rabbi Asher’s statement, reprinted below, was read
Į ƌƐƚ ͘ �/ƚ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶƐ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵůůǇ�ǁ ŚǇ�ǁ Ğ�Ăůů�ĐĂƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�Ğī Žƌƚ͘ �

If you are interested in being part of CBT’s legacy, please let me, Chuck Eisner, or Marc Berger know. We would love to explain it
further.

Rabbi Asher’s statement:
“In the Shabbat liturgy there are two parallel exclama-
ƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ũŽǇ͗��͞D Ă�dŽǀ �, ĞůŬĞŝŶƵ͟ �;, Žǁ �ŐŽŽĚ�ŝƐ�ŽƵƌ�ƉŽƌͲ
ƟŽŶ͊ Ϳ�ĂŶĚ�͞D Ă�zĂĨĂ�zĞƌƵƐŚĂƚĞŝŶƵ͟ �;, Žǁ �ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ŽƵƌ�
ůĞŐĂĐǇ͊Ϳ͘�dŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ŵĂǇ�ƐŽƵŶĚ�Ă�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ďŽĂƐƞƵů͕�ďƵƚ�ŝƐ�
ŵĞĂŶƚ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŐƌĂƟƚƵĚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ďůĞƐƐŝŶŐƐ�
that have come our way. The second, in the light of this
Legacy Project, emphasizes that the beauty of our
“yerusha” (our inheritance and legacy) depends on how
we shape it. We are very pleased to have the opportunity
ƚŽ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞ�ŽƵƌ�ƉŽƌƟŽŶ�ďĞǇŽŶĚ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�:Ğǁ ŝƐŚ�
community. May the beauty of our legacy be enhanced
within the walls of our synagogue, relieving the burdens
ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞǀ ŽƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘ ͟

Photography by Peter Marcus
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Contributions

GENERAL FUND
In memory of Milton Zagon

Kimberly and Brian Zagon
In memory of Doris Rabinowitz

Laurie and Steven Rabinowitz
In memory of Albert Siegel

Kathryn and Neil Siegel
In memory of Charles Wechsler

Chelsea and Glenn Wechsler
In memory of Elaine Unger

Judith and Scott Barrall
In memory of Freddie Waterman

Terri and Brent Waterman
In memory of Frances J. Milsner

Donna and Richard Milsner
In memory of Jerome Brown

Dana and Tom Brown
In memory of Hanita Klein

Susan and John Klein
In memory of Lev Malkov

Rakhil and Naum Sadetskiy

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of Adele Bloomstein
In memory of Abraham Bloomstein

Michael Bloomstein
In memory of Sari Stadt

Leslie and Howard Sturtz
With thanks for Grant’s and Lara’s Wedding

Michelle and Ted Hochstein
In memory of Rose Gross

Anna and Walter Gewing
In memory of Jack Maslin

Marcia and Harvey Maslin

JAMES COHEN MEMORIAL “CAMP” FUND
In memory of Regina Edelman

Miriam and Stanley Newman

GENERAL FUND FOR CANTOR’S MUSICAL PRO-
GRAMS
In memory of Melvin E. Pinsel

Monica Pinsel
In memory of Peter Barrera

Patricia Viera
In memory of Harry Bloom
In memory of Carol Rubenfeld

Susan and John Rubenfeld

CANTOR STEPHEN RICHARDS MUSICAL ENRICH-
MENT/CHOIR FUND
In memory of Harvey Sidney Morse

Marjorie and Cantor Stephen Richards

MORDOH/NADJARI HOLOCAUST EDUCATION FUND
In memory of Israel Nadjari

Zaffy and Denis Welch

SPECIAL EDUCATION FUND
In memory of Hans Guterman

Tina Guterman and Douglas Polcin

TREE OF LIFE - Leaves have been added
In Loving Memory Minnie Ida Karp
In Loving Memory Samuel Louis Karp
In Loving Memory Donald Herbert Karp

Leonard Karp and Family

Howard and Lisa Wenger signing their Book of Life “page”
at the Create a Jewish Legacy event.

Shalom Connection

CONDOLENCES TO:
Alan Scharlach and family on the loss of his father, Arthur
Mark Friedler and family on the loss of his father, John.
Karen Levy on the loss of her grandmother, Evelyn Fattal

MAZEL TOV TO:
Barbara and Bill Almy on the birth of grandchildren

Ezra David and Clio Madeline
Sharon and Hugh Tama on the marriage of Loren to Mayra

San Martin
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**Martinez Family Shelter: B’nai Tikvah will again be bring-
ing dinners to the Martinez Family shelter during the week of
Monday June 18th through Friday June 22nd. This shelter serves
as a temporary residence for homeless families while staff help
them to secure more permanent housing. The Shelter Sign Up
is now on Sign Up Genius. There are still spaces available, and
we very much appreciate your help! You can participate by
going to www.signupgenius.com and find a sign-up by using
my email address (tguterman@aol.com). Click on Martinez
Shelter and sign up. Thanks for lending a hand!

**Relay for Life: Phil Weismehl has again set up our Team
Tikvah Relay for Life Web Page. Please use the following link
to sign up to participate and/or contribute to this event:
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?
pg=team&fr_id=36780&team_id=1157961 or you can go to
Tikvah Talk on line and copy and paste the link if that is easier.
Please consider joining Team Tikvah to help Raise Awareness,
Raise Resources, and Raise Hope in the fight against cancer.
Get sponsored to walk laps, cheer on Team Tikvah members,
celebrate Havdalah led by Rabbi Asher on Saturday evening
July 28. All donations are tax deductible.

**Social Action Tzedakah: When it is the Social Action Com-
mittee’s turn to choose the Tzedakah recipient this year, we
will be designating the Rainbow Center, as an outgrowth of this
year’s very informative and inspiring social action speakers,
organized by Rabbi Asher, who spoke about bullying in the gay
community. The Rainbow Community Center in Contra Costa
County is focused on serving the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer/questioning (LGBTQ) community with
current priorities in providing services for youth, seniors, peo-
ple living with HIV/AIDS, and in developing community ef-
forts that will diminish the sense of isolation and promote
greater acceptance of all LGBTQ people.

What is your passion for social action? Let us know….

By Tina Guterman, Social Action Chair
Social Action

Jared Brotman

Sarah Chaney

Rebecca Falkowski

Abby Freemire

Elliott Goldstein

Jessica Goldstein

Matt Kaplan

Joshua Lowenstein

Mitchell Maisel

Ryan Rabinowitz

Louis Samuel

Jessica Sandler Hersh

Kendra Sheldon

Dayna Silvani

Hilary Weisgal

Emma Wenger

Ethan Wittenberg

Adam Wolf

Help us honor them at

Shabbat services

Friday, June 15 at 7:30 pm.

MAZEL TOV TO OUR

GRADUATING SENIORS!

Calling All Singers!

Does singing open your heart like nothing else?
Have you been looking for a way to connect more
ĚĞĞƉůǇ�ƚŽ���d�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ǇŽƵƌ�:Ğǁ ŝƐŚ�ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ͍ �
Have you been hoping to become a part of a smaller
community within our larger synagogue family?

If so, then please join the CBT choir! We will begin rehears-
ŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�, ŝŐŚ�, ŽůǇ��ĂǇƐ�ŝŶ�:ƵůǇ͕�ƐŽ�ŶŽǁ �ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ƟŵĞ�
to join. We need all voice parts, but men especially!

If you are interested in coming to rehearsals and seeing
what our choir is all about, please email Cantor Chabon at
ĐĂŶƚŽƌĐŚĂďŽŶΛ ƟŬǀ ĂŚ͘ ŽƌŐto be added to the email list.

Riva Gambert
brought a film
about Israeli
author Batya
Gur to Book
Sisters.
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(continued from page 1)

Involvement can occur in so many ways. Case in point, I want to thank Tara and Bob Stern, along with their daughter Madeline
Boyd, for the wonderful idea of continuing her Bat Mitzvah project of donating children’s book for low-income families by setting
up a collection box in the lobby. The Board enthusiastically approved the recommendation! So when you notice dust gathering on
some of your children’s or grandchildren’s book, just bring them by the synagogue and drop them in the purple box (pictured be-
low). Thank you Sterns!

As you can see, involvement and participation can be contagious! As I mentioned during my High Holiday speech, one of the big-
gest challenges, but the greatest rewards, is taking that first or second step of joining one of our several committees, attending a Fri-
day night Shabbat service, or just come up with an idea/suggestion (like the Sterns). We had so many new and long-time members
take those steps and their feedback was overwhelmingly positive. They made new friends, learned more about themselves and the
impact they have on others. There’s plenty of room on the “involvement” train; so come on board! If you’re interested, please don’t
hesitate to ask me or any of our board members.

President….

dŚĞ��ĂƐƚ��ĂǇ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛ Ɛ��ŽŽŬ�WƌŽũĞĐƚ�ďƵŝůĚƐ�ůŝƚĞƌĂĐǇ�ďǇ�ƉƵƫ ŶŐ�
ďŽŽŬƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĂŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ǁ ŚŽ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�Žƌ�ŶŽ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞŵ͘ ��t ŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŝŶĚŝǀ ŝĚƵĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ�ǁ ŚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�
children in need, this Book Project has given out more than half a
million free books.

WůĞĂƐĞ�ďƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŶĞǁ �Žƌ�
gently used books for children of all ages
(preschool through high school) to the
bin in the Temple lobby which will be
here through, at least, all of 2012.
&Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂͲ
ƟŽŶ͕ �ǀ ŝƐŝƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǁ ĞďƐŝƚĞ͕�
www.ebcbp.org.

Tell your friends too!

Juleen Lapporte showing “Cake Boss Kids”
decorating techniques.

(Cake Boss Kids was auction item from “Summer of Love.”)

Bagel making during Religious School.
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MIDRASHA NEWS
By Devra C. Aarons, CCM Executive Director

OVER 65 TICKETS SOLD!

SEE YOU AT THE GAME!!

JEWISH
HERITAGE NIGHT at

OAKLAND COLISEUM

JOIN YOUR CBT FRIENDS

and A’s FANS

TUESDAY, JUNE 19TH at 7:05 PM

as THE A’S TAKE ON THE LA DODGERS

for

JEWISH HERITAGE NIGHT!

Included in your $23 ticket price for seats behind home
plate, you’ll receive a pastrami sandwich, a knish and a

Jewish heritage souvenir scarf!

Such a Deal!

Call David Specland at (925) 798-6897 or email

weisspec@comcast.net.

SEATS ARE LIMITED SO DON’T BE LEFT OUT!!

I am writing this month’s article in the midst of the end of Contra Costa Midrasha’s 2011-12 year. One of our end of year rituals is a
closing ceremony circle where we invite the teens to share a word or phrase that sums up our year together. This happened just last
night, May 16th. While this has become a yearly ritual, I still enjoy hearing our teens’ answers. Many shared “friendship” and
“community.” The other phrase I also heard a lot was “Jewish identity.”

The evening’s ceremony also includes our seniors sharing a few words of wisdom. Many talked about our yearly retreats – extolling
how much fun and how meaningful they were. They encouraged the Midrasha teen community, “not to miss any retreats” and
“definitely go on the last retreat of your senior year.” One senior also shared this idea, “don’t miss any of Midrasha… don’t let it
get boring – you get to make it fun and interesting. It’s a place to make the most of.”

I love this idea – “Midrasha is a place to make the most of.”

Graduation is officially next week, May 23rd. We’ll be honoring our amazing seniors. (Excerpts from their speeches will be shared
in the July issue of your newsletters.) The evening will also be spent taking some time to recognize our year’s accomplishments.
My favorite moments to share with you are: 80 lbs of food and produce that we picked and delivered to the Contra Costa Food Bank
on our Veteran’s Day of Service; our very energetic Havdalah event nights; a huge pile of Chanukah gifts bought and wrapped for
our adopted family through Shalom Bayit; and the beautiful sounds and sights of all our teens hugging, laughing, talking and learn-
ing together every Wednesday night.

We’ll start the magic all over again in the Fall. 8th Grade Orientation night is September 5th, with the grand opening night for our
2012-13 year happening on September 12th. Early registration for next year is already open! To register a teen in 8th – 12th grade,
visit our online registration site at: http://shop.ccmidrasha.com/CCM-Early-Bird-Registration-2012-13-2012-13EarlyBird.htm

Thanks to our entire community for all the support in the 2011-12 year! We look forward to next year’s adventures with you.
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JUNE 2012 Sivan - Tamuz 5772
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JULY 2012 Tamuz - Av 5772

AUGUST 2012 Av - Elul 5772
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Contra Costa Midrasha – planting the seeds of tomorrow!

Seeds Enclosed: Jewish Teens!

(Need friendship, community and connections to grow…)

(CCM’s Class of 2012 (CBT Members underlined): Emma Wenger, Dayna Silvani, Jessi Norris – educator, Brandon Heller,

Mitchell Maisel, Ian Truebridge and Louis Samuel. Not pictured: Jessica Hersh)

Growing Instructions:

Attend Contra Costa Midrasha every Wednesday night from 7:15-9:15pm. Spend time with other Jewish teens – learning

and laughing together. Feed a diet of donuts at break. Growth to full maturity takes about five years, from 8th to 12th grade.

Early Registration for 2012-13 is now available and includes a $20 tuition discount!

Online at: http://shop.ccmidrasha.com (click on the “early bird registration” button)

Hurry – this discount offer ends on June 22, 2012.

Adult B’nai Mitzvah
Organization Meeting

Sunday, August 26 11 am

All interested B’nai Tikvah members w
ill gather in the rabbi’s office on Sunday, August 26th

to launch Rabbi Asher’s last 2 – year
B’nai Mitzvah program.

Together we will outline the dates for
4 nine-week courses over 2 years

that will culminate in a celebration in the Spring, 2014.

Come let us know what you would like to learn
to be more competent with Jewish ritual

and more responsive to the Mitzvot.

RSVP and any questions should be directed to
rabbi.asher@tikvah.org

or call the Temple Office.

by Dan Lapporte

t ŽƌŬ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ŽŶ�ƵƉĚĂƟŶŐ���dƐ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ͘ As of
May 8 our Facebook Page has 93 ‘Likes’ meaning at least 93
people visited the Tikvah site and like what they see! Not
ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ Ğ͛ƌĞ�ĐŽƵŶƟŶŐ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ͛ ƌĞ�Ă�&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵ�
haven’t visited our Facebook page, check it out! Hopefully
ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁ Ğ͛ůů�ŚĂǀ Ğ�Śŝƚ�ϭϬϬ͊

The Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) recently released a
new service allowing URJ synagogues to leverage a web
builder providing templates and guidance to syna-
gogues. CBT will use this service to create our new web-
site. /Ĩ�ĂŶǇŽŶĞ�ŝƐ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�ŝŶǀ Žůǀ ĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ�Ğī Žƌƚ͕ �ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ŵĞ�Ăƚ�ϵϮϱ-285-7954. No ex-
perience necessary!

Online Communication Committee

Update



For membership information, please contact the Temple Office.

Congregation B’nai Tikvah
25 Hillcroft Way
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

RELAY FOR LIFE!
Saturday, July 28 - Sunday, July 29

Relay For Life is an annual fundraising event for the American Cancer Society.

Join Team Tikvah
to help raise awareness, raise resources, and raise hope in the fight against cancer.

Participate in all or part of the 24 hour event which begins at 10 am Saturday morning
and concludes at 10 am on Sunday at Las Juntas Elementary School in Martinez.

Join Rabbi Asher for Havdalah from 8:30 - 9:30 pm.

Please use the following link to sign up to participate and/or contribute to this event:
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?pg=team&fr_id=36780&team_id=1157961

CANCER, NO DOUBT, HAS TOUCHED SOMEONE YOU LOVE. SUPPORT THIS EVENT!

RELAY FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY! Have Breakfast for Dinner!

Black Bear Diner (which has exceptionally good biscuits - as well as a dinner menu) has generously
agreed to participate in a fundraiser for Relay For Life/American Cancer Society (on behalf of Team
Tikvah) on Monday, June 25th from 4:00 to closing.

No flyer is needed. They will just donate to American Cancer Society 10% of all the proceeds they make
during that evening.

Tell your friends and hope to see you there!

Black Bear Diner is located at 700 Bancroft Rd, Walnut Creek (near Treat Blvd.) (925) 941-0000

PLEASE NOTE—
PICTURES OF CHILDREN AND ADVERTISING

PAGES HAVE BEEN REMOVED.


