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At Congregation B’nai Tikvah, we believe that a kind 

and vibrant Jewish community deepens and restores 

our sense of purpose and connection to the world. We 

are dedicated to learning, music-infused prayer, per-

sonal relationships and a commitment to social justice, 

and welcome all who are looking to explore the many 

innovative paths to meaning that Judaism has to offer. 

 

Rebecca Gutterman, Rabbi 

Jennie Chabon, Cantor 

Raphael W. Asher, Rabbi Emeritus 

Stephen Richards, Cantor Emeritus 

Ariel Luckey, Temple Administrator 

Keren Smith, Director of Education 

Dan Lapporte, President 

Rayna Ravitz, Vice President 

David Ratner, Vice President 

Glenn Gould, Vice President 

Judith Barrall, Secretary 

John Rubenfeld, Treasurer 

Harry Wittenberg, Past President 

Julia Babka–Kurzrock 

Rebecca Bauer-Kahan 

Rose Cohen 

Sandy Gross 

Joel Guss 

Kim Hecht 

Kathy Jacobs 

Idelle Lipman 

Kevin Meyer Margolin 

Alison Negrin 

Samantha Youngman 

Temple Office (925) 933-5397 

Office Hours:  M - Th  9am - 5pm,  F  9am - 3pm 

Fax (925) 933-6833 E-mail: office@tikvah.org 

www.tikvah.org 

Ariel Ben-Zeev 

Danica & Matt Gross 

Scott Kuehner 

Jessica Palmer 
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We were all disappointed to have to postpone our 

January event with Ernie Glazer as he was not well.  We 

hope to reschedule when he feels well.   

For the Mah Jongg schedule, contact Beth Riseman  

bethrise@sbcglobal.net. 

If you are interested in an afternoon game, contact 

Barbara Grossman at bsgasg@sbcglobal.net. 

If you are not receiving emails from me with updates 

usually twice a month, please email your address to 

raynaravitz@gmail.com 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Tuesday, February 19 - 6:30  Book Sisters at CBT 

Patrimony by Phillip Roth 

Potluck Dinner, dairy or vegetarian only. 

 Sunday, March 3 - 2:20 International Jewish Film 

Festival Century Theater in Pleasant Hill 

“Almost Famous”  Mean Girls meets American Idol 

 in  the romantic musical comedy. 

Tickets at eastbayjewishfilm.org 

Meet for lunch before at Jacks Urban Eats at 12:30 

 Friday, March 15 - 7:30  Shir Joy Sisterhood 

Shabbat 

Speaker from “A Brighter Day” 

Always a highlight in our year – our woman of the 

 year presentation will be this night.  Sisterhood will 

 provide the Oneg.  Susan Desmond will coordinate 

 food and service parts.  Contact Susan if you are 

 willing to have a part in the service at 

 susan@jarsdesmond.net 

 Tuesday, March  19 - 6:30  Book Sisters at CBT 

 Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult 

 Sunday, March 31 In collaboration with CCJCC 

Under One Tent. CBT Women of the Book Event - 

3:30pm: A slide presentation of the work of 54 

Jewish Women that created artwork on parchment, 

one for each torah portion will be presented.  

www.womenofthebook.org 

 Tuesday, April 16 - 6:30  Book Sisters at CBT 

Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover 

 May 21, 7:00pm Presentation by Ernie Glaser of 

his book and life:  A Life Well Lived: Berlin, 

Shanghai, and America. 
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To Rebecca Bauer-Kahan for winning a seat on the 

California Assembly, District 16! 

On the Birth of Isaiah Mason Bevitz (9 pounds, 21 

inches) Born at 12:40 a.m. on 1/18/19. Mazel Tov 

to his parents, Patricia & Joshua!  
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Looking for a good Looking for a good 
book?book?  

Visit the newly organized CBT Visit the newly organized CBT 
library AND search the collection library AND search the collection 

ONLINE! A link is on the CBT ONLINE! A link is on the CBT 
Website “Learn” tab:  Website “Learn” tab:    

https://tikvah.org/learn/https://tikvah.org/learn/  

How about a mystery? Spend the week with 

Rabbi Small  in the series by  Harry Kemelman! 

What did Rabbi Small do the rest of the week? 



 

GENERAL FUND 
In memory of Lillian Weil 
 Judy Weil 
In memory of Bert DeLowe 
 Larry DeLowe 
In memory of Ida Nankin 
 Alvin Trepper 
In memory of Don Cherry, Arnold Cherry, 
Marilyn Cherry, and Julie Cherry 
 Kim & Craig Cherry, Barbara & Bill 
Almy 
In memory of Nathan Jacobson 
 Irene Jacobson & Rick Shinozaki 
In honor of Rob Hess’ Birthday 
 Chanel & Tracy Benhamou 
In memory of Rita Berger 
 Sandy Gross & Paula Reinman 
In memory of Morris Hoffman 
 Donna & Arnie Hoffman 
In memory of David Gross and 
In memory of Max Gewing 
 Anna & Walter Gewing 
In memory of Abram Eyzerman and 
In memory of Geniya Hesin 
 Geniya Levikova & Carolos Trujillo 
In memory of Janet Rupley Church and 
In memory of Molly Weiss Taner 
 Leslie & Bill Rupley 
In memory of Avrum Girsch Malkov and 
Fanny Malkov 
 Rakhil Sadetskiy 
In memory of Jack Earl Houseman 
 Phyllis Houseman 
In memory of Burton Cohn and John 
Baruch 
 Annette & Michael Cohn 
In memory of Blanche Resnick 
 Carol & Matthias Kurzrock 
In honor of Barbara Almy 
 Lynne & Albert Elizondo 
In memory of Irving Weinstein 
 Joan & Mel Weinstein 
In memory of Henry Newman and 
In memory of Mildred Newman 
 Stanley Newman 
In memory of Shoshana Maizel Fogel 
 Yonina & Barry Bushell 
In honor of Joelle Roberson’s Bat 
Mitzvah 
 RoseAnn & Samuel Treger 
In memory of Rea Letush and Lillian 
Kornhauser 
 Nancy & Norman Friedman  
RABBI GUTTERMAN’S  

DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In appreciation of Rabbi Gutterman 
 Beth Riseman 
In memory of Bernice Scharlach 
 Lynette & Alan Scharlach 
In memory of Samuel Teitelman and 
In memory of Moshe Teitelman 
 Carol Teitelman 
 

In memory of Fred Rubin 
 The Rubin Family 
In memory of Fred Rubin 
 Alana Kleinberger 
In honor of Talia Goldberg’s Bat Mitzvah 
 Lauren Ross & Michael Goldberg 
In honor of the marriage of our daughter 
 Bernadette & Nat Bitton  

CANTOR CHABON’S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In honor of Talia Goldberg’s Bat Mitzvah 
 Lauren Ross & Michael Goldberg 
In appreciation of Cantor Chabon 
 Mark Fickes 
In honor of Jonah Goorin’s Bar Mitzvah 
 Roni Melmed 
In memory of Bernice Sandler 
 Carla Garrett   

RABBI ASHER’S EMERITUS FUND 
In memory of Rita Berger 
 The Dubansky Family 
 Frances & Ted Chase  
RODEF SHALOM SECURITY FUND 
In honor of Rob Hess’ Birthday 
 Madeleine & Trace Bronstone 
In memory of Harry Denwitt 
 Nancy & Arthur Solomon 
In generosity 
 Susan & John Klein 
 Idelle Lipman 
 Patricia & Charles Eisner 
 Cynthia & Herbert Scher 
 Barbara & Bob Felix 
 Bert Gunter 
 Nancy & Arthur Solomon 
 Alan, Julie, & Rachel Stokol 
 Sharon & Daniel Fisher 
 Leonard Karp 
JAMES COHEN SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
In appreciation of CBT 
 Fred & Hannah Carter 
In memory of Rita Berger 
 Sally Cohen 
In memory of Dorothy Rosenbloom, 
George Maisels, and Robert Zeimer 
 Sally Cohen 
CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND 
In memory of Stanley Light 
 Susan Light & Rob Weiner 
In memory of Rita Berger 
 Cookie Svingos 
In memory of Milton Blink 
 Robin & Larry Gordon 
In memory of Jackie Boyd 
 Sharon & Ron Brown   

CANTOR STEPHEN RICHARDS’ CHOIR 
FUND  
In memory of Sidney Volov 
 Ruth Goldenberg 
In memory of Bernice Sandler 
 Lisa & Howard Wenger 
 
 

STEPHEN JASPAN RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
FUND 
In memory of Sidney Tatz 
 Shirley & Jeffrey Weiner 
In memory of Sondra Rosenberg 
 Andrea & Benjamin Slavet 
In memory of Millie Molho 
 The Tillie Molho Trust 
In appreciation of Keren Smith 
 Zaffy Welch 
In memory of Mary Blumberg 
 Estelle Goldstein 
In memory of Sarah Goldstein 
 Estelle Goldstein   
SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
In memory of Shiela Salusky 
 Monica Salusky & John Sutherland 
In memory of Isadore Dorin 
 Jana & Leonard Dorin   (continued pg 7) 

In memory of Leah Dorin Bettelman 
 Jana & Leonard Dorin 
In memory of Esther Leventhal 
 Diane & Victor Leventhal 
In memory of Barbara Ratner 
 Claire Bernardo & David Ratner 
HELP THE MORTGAGE FUND 
In memory of Tillie Molho 
 The Tillie Molho trust 
In memory of Harry Maslow 

Michael Maslow 
In memory of Marc Kemna 
 Gloria Kemna 
In memory of Edna Wittenberg 
 Mary Ann & Harry Wittenberg 
In kindness to CBT 
 Randi & Todd Goldman 
In memory of Ercolino Staffieri 
 Mary Ann & Harry Wittenberg 
In memory of Jean Kindall 
 Kathy & Marc Berger 
CULTURE OF GIVING FUND 
In memory of Bertha Kaplan 
 Samantha Youngman 
In memory of Jack Houseman 
 Valerie Thygesen 
In honor of the anniversary of Elizabeth’s 
Bat Mitzvah 
 Jane Enloe 
To Danielle & Zachary Robinson “Thank 
you for keeping me laughing and happy 
every day of the year.” 
 Zaffy Welch 
In memory of Edna Wittenberg 
 Mary Ann & Harry Wittenberg 
Religious School Poker Night 
 John Klein 
LIBRARY FUND 
In memory of Rita Berger and 
In memory of Arthur Becker and Louis 
Becker 
 Susan & John Klein  
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Friday, February 22 
Join us for our second 
annual Shabbat on the 
Block. A fantastic 
evening of celebrating 
Shabbat with our CBT 
neighbors, meeting new 
people and deepening 

our friendships. Shabbat on the Block is a Friday evening that 
we close the temple, and encourage all our CBT members to 
have a different type of Shabbat evening experience: a 
Shabbat meal with our friends. Members and families sign up 
and are grouped by neighborhoods to come together for a 
potluck Shabbat dinner. If you are interested in either joining 
a meal in your neighborhood or being a host please sign up at 
the link address below before the February 12th deadline. We 
appreciate your signing up early to help us in coordinating all 
the logistics involved in this event. 

We encourage you to consider hosting in your house, as we 
have thus far a limited number of people who volunteered to 
host.  This event is only possible with host families as well as 
guest families. 

Please contact Keren Smith if you have any questions and sign 
up on Tikvah.org/engage 

 

Israel Engagement Committee 

Update 

Save the date: The Israel Engagement Committee together 
with Contra Costa Midrasha is hosting a Summer Mifgash 
*Encounter+ which aims to bring together Israeli and American-
Jewish teens here at B'nai Tikvah.  June 6 -12, 2019, local Jewish 
teens from the Contra Costa region will host and travel with 
Israeli teens throughout Northern California on day-long bus 
adventures from B'nai Tikvah to places like San Francisco, Six 
Flags, Stinson Beach, Silicon Valley, Pixar and more and an 
overnight retreat designed to bond the teens, deepen their 
Jewish identity and offer a fun and unique way to engage 
Jewishly.   

Do you have a teen in your family? If so, would you like to be 
part of the hosting families? Do you have a teen in your family 
that you want to participate? We are looking for families with 
teens to host 2 Israeli teens in their homes during their one 
week stay. If not, can you help be a driver for our guests? We 
will be taking the bus to and from CBT, but will need drivers, 
dinner hosts, etc.  

Contact Julia Babka-Kurzrock at roadpir8family@gmail.com 

See a video made by Midrasha teens as a video outreach to the 
Mosenson Youth Village High School in Hod HaSharon, Israel: 

https://vimeo.com/290383416   

mailto:roadpir8family@gmail.com
https://vimeo.com/290383416


 

“The only language that seems to be  
compatible with the wonder and mystery of  

being is the language of music”  
Abraham Joshua Heschel 

Join Rabbi Gutterman and Cantor Chabon for 
a joyous Shabbat service featuring live  

music, song, & prayer.  
2nd Fridays, 7:30pm at CBT. 

February 15, March 15, May 17 

 

  



 

We need your help! 
The success of our biggest fundraiser 

of the year depends on all of us!              

What would YOU like to win at 
the GALA auction?   

Do you have an idea or connections to a 
vacation rental, tickets, a service or item 

someone might go crazy over?   
 

Email Kathy Jacobs and let her know! 
office@tikvah.org      

Can you do the mashed potato? Can you do the mashed potato? Can you do the mashed potato? 

Twist and shout?Twist and shout?Twist and shout?   

SAVE the DATE for our 2019 Gala!SAVE the DATE for our 2019 Gala!SAVE the DATE for our 2019 Gala!   



 

Dear Community Friends, 

We look forward to seeing you in person at CCM’s annual Gala! “Havana Nights” happening on Feb. 23, 2019 

(6:30pm) at the Lafayette Veterans Memorial Hall. Join us in your Havana Whites or Caribbean Color threads for an 

exciting evening featuring a Midrasha Mojito, wine, pescatarian Cuban-style feast, live and silent auctions, music and 

Dessert Dash and more.  Don’t miss it! Tickets or Information:  ccmidrasha.com/gala 

Our Winter was amazing, featuring: 

 Hanukkah celebration that included latkes, sufganiyot and 

candle lighting, our annual “adopt a family” campaign in 

partnership with Shalom Bayit and an ugly Hanukkah 

sweater contest! 

 Our Better Together intergenerational program filmed nine 

interviews with elders living at Reutlinger.  Join us for our 

annual Film Festival on March 24th! 

 CCM’s Hamsa Fund (our Teen Philanthropy Board) started 

their fundraising campaigns, with a mission focused on 

public health.  Be on the lookout for their requests! 

What we are excited about for February and March: 

 Did we mention our “Havana Nights” Gala? Join us Feb. 

23rd!! 

 A Purim party in partnership with BBYO, sponsored by the CCJCC.  Teens are invited to join us on March 16 from  

6-10pm at Beth Chaim for a Neon Purim Party!  ccmidrasha.com/purim 

Did you hear our amazing news? The Israelis are coming! Their tickets have been purchased. Since our last 

communication, the dates have changed to June 17-24, 2019. We’re calling it the “Israel Mifgash Adventure.” Mifgash 

in Hebrew means encounter and this is a chance for the two groups of teens to build relationships and connections 

with Israel through awesome adventures most teens want to spend their summers doing anyway! Sign up to host an 

Israeli teen for the week and/or sign up your teen to participate at ccmidrasha.com/mifgash. 

For more information about any of our programs or to rsvp for an upcoming program, visit us at www.ccmidrasha.com 
or drop me a line at 925/944-4701 or my NEW e-mail address - devra.aarons@ccmidrasha.com. 

Guided Meditation for Healing, Stress Reduction 

and Relaxation with Gerri Levitas 

Sunday, February 10th, 5-5:30pm at CBT 

Come join us for connection, support and peaceful relaxation. You 

will feel uplifted and renewed! The Guided Meditation class will be 

held the 2nd Sunday of the month in the Library from 5-5:30pm 

(with the exception of May due to Mother's Day). 

     Save the Dates: March 10th, April 14th, May 5th and June 9th!  

https://www.ccmidrasha.com/copy-of-support-donate-1
https://www.ccmidrasha.com/purim
http://www.ccmidrasha.com/mifgash
http://www.ccmidrasha.com
mailto:devra.aarons@ccmidrasha.com
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Saturday, February 23rd for the Midrasha Gala….Sunday, March 17th for our Purim Carnival 
Wednesday, March 20th for an Epic Purim Party….Saturday, April 20th for Passover Seder 

Saturday, April 27th for B’nai Tikvah’s Gala….Sunday, May 5th for Israel Live  

 B’nai Tikvah’s 2nd Annual Epic Purim Party   
in collaboration with Congregation B’nai Shalom  

Wednesday, March 20th, 6-9pm at CBT  
Join us for an epic costume party featuring a remixed Megillah, surprise special 

guests, drinks, dancing and fun for the whole family! 


