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REFLECTIONS...

By Rabbi Jennie Chabon

Excerpt of Rabbi Chabon’s Rosh Hashanah
Sermon, delivered September 30, 2019

Three years ago, on November 2016,
just days after the presidential election,
Amina Amdeen, a Muslim woman, and
Joseph Weidknecht, a Trump supporter,
both showed up to an anti-Trump rally
in Austin Texas. Amina, in her hijab, was there to
protest the election, and Joseph, one of the counter-
protestors, was wearing a Make America Great Again
hat and holding a sign that said “proud to be
deplorable.” At one point, Joseph heard the click of a
lighter and turned around to see three people trying to
light his shirt on fire. Someone then pulled off his hat,
which sparked an unexpected reaction within Amina.
She felt herself rushing to defend Joseph, screaming at
the protestors to leave him alone. As a Muslim woman,
she herself had experienced people trying to tear her
hijab off her head, and she could not tolerate someone
doing that to Joseph, no matter what sign he was
holding or what his hat said. Her instinct was empathy.
It was hearing God speaking in the voice of this
stranger, regardless of how much they disagreed with
one another. That moment of empathy connected them
forever because Amina and Joseph were reminded in
that human exchange that we are enlarged by people
who are different from us, not diminished. If we only
spend time with people with whom we agree, we will
lose the ability to have empathy, and hope, and the
world, the horribly torn and broken world, depends
entirely on us not losing our empathy.

In one of Rabbi Jonathan Sacks’ most magnificent
books, “The Dignity of Difference”, he proposes a
radical and unusual solution to the world of conflict
that we find ourselves in today. His proposal?
Forgiveness. We think of forgiveness as a personal act,
as something we offer and receive from the people in
our lives. But Rabbi Sacks suggests that forgiveness on
a global level actually has the ability to save the world
precisely because of how much strife and conflict
surround us every day. Forgiveness, he writes, “is more
than a technique of conflict resolution. It is a stunningly
original strategy. In a world without forgiveness, evil
begets evil, harm generates harm, and there is no way
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PRESIDENT S MESSAGE
By Judith Barrall

| have a confession to make. | have never
built a sukkah, largely because | am very
bad with a hammer and nails. Nails get
bent and don’t even attach the wood | am
attempting to join. Fingers get smashed.
Blood is let; and good gracious, keep me
away from saws and drills! It is bit odd,
don’t you think, to have a “house,” if you
will, that is open to the elements; no roof for protection and
one side completely open? When | was young, Sukkot was
presented as a “fall harvest” holiday. That is lovely in itself.
As the light shifts in its intensity and shadows elongate as
we zoom into fall, | have been thinking more and more
about Sukkot. | know that it is one of the three pilgrimage
holidays where people would flock to the Temple in Biblical
times. We light a Yizkor candle at the end of the holiday to
remember our ancestors. It comes at the end of the High
Holidays. It is important!

But, the sukkabh...to take the time to build, actually build, a
structure that does not seem like protection. Why do we do
it? That is a question for our Rabbi of course, but in my
mind | have a few thoughts. One is being able to see the
beauty of the heavens and the stars above, while also
feeling the ground beneath our feet. The commandment to
build a sukkah connects the divine and the earthly harvest
brilliantly. In fact, to me, the only thing that comes close in
our modern world is camping or backpacking. The
simplicity of such a structure makes me think of our
traveling Mishkan in the desert. Up it goes, down it comes,
and it is with us as we travel. We feel the wind through the
walls, and yet this odd “house” provides spiritual
protection and reminds us who we are.
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Of course, Simchat Torah comes at the very end of Sukkot.
We have just experienced the High Holidays, perhaps a bit
changed. Then we unwind the Torah completely and re-roll
our lovely scroll and we begin again. Isn’t that a bit like our
lives? We make change; we go back. When we go forward
again, perhaps we can see things just a bit differently, or
behave a bit differently. Whenever we journey through the
Torah and the cycle of the Jewish calendar, we repeat, and
yet it is new every single time. How fascinating!

If you have never celebrated Sukkot or Simchat Torah,
there are opportunities this year to try something
new. Please join us!

While | may not be the one with hammer and nail in hand, |
will be sure to stand in our beautiful sukkah, shake the four
species, gaze up at the heavens and give thanks.
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MAZEL TOV TO OUR
B’NAI MITZVAH!

Bar Mitzvah of Ben Bronstone
Son of Madeleine & Trace Bronstone
Saturday, October 12
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Son of Keren & Joshua Smith
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